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VARIOUS READINGS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
——_<—— 
Recapitulation oj the Signs, from page 1965. 

THE words immediately following the figures, unless designated by a 
sign, are the words in the text according to Griesbach. —r. received 
or common reading.— +spurious words in the common reading, 
rejected by Griesbach.—{ words probably to be omitted,—* words 

ossibly to be omitted.— om. words omitted in some copies, which 
probably should not be omitted.— add. words added in some copies, 
which should not be added.— || words added with some autiiority, 
which probably should not be added.— §words standing on nearly 
equal authority with the common reading. —{] words not to be despis- 
ed, but yet the authority is insufficient.— r. § and r. {| words rejected 
by Griesbach, which however have some authority, but not so good 
as those substituted in their room.—r, * words added by Griesbach, 
but upon the best authority. 

N.B. The words that follow either of the the above references, until 
you come to a dash — are to be understood according to the expla- 
nation of the reference. 

—— > -—-— 
Various Readings in Luke. 


[Thtee-svs mars than Sihy dieses vend: which shows that its sense has 
ings in the two first chapters, which we do been a matter of doubt. | “The 
nat node awe consiter the whole e+ || copies (also) vary much in the 
so the same account in Matthew.] order of names, and the Cam- 
bridge manuscript contains the 

ChapeII1. 19 about Herodias || same genealogy here as in Mat- 
his ‘brother’s wife— ‘rv. brother || thew.” See im. Ver. note. 
Philip’s wife— 22 and a woice IV. 2 and when they were 
came from heaven ‘saying-— || ended he ‘afterward hungered— 
‘t saying—‘there are many ad- || '{ afterward— 5 and ‘the devil 
ditions of this sort, but, as they || brought him— ‘f the devil— 
do not alter the sense, we shall || 8 Jesus answered himand said ?’ 
not notice them.] —23 AndJesus |i It is written— ‘+ get thee be- 
himself began to be about thirty || hind me, Satan, for— 9 if thou 
years of age; being (as was sup- || be ‘a son of God— 'r. the son of 
posed) the son of Joseph— |} God— 18 he hath sent me ’ to 
[ Lhere are no less than eight || proclaim deliverance to the cap- 
different readings of this verse, || tives-— Pag heal the broken 
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hearted— 41 art ’ the son 
of God— ‘4 t rist— 

V 15 and to be tured ‘by him 
of their infirmities— ‘| by him— 
26 om. and amazement struck all, 
and they glorified God— 

VI. 4 which it is not lawful 
but for the priest alone ;’— ‘ add. 
Tu autee humera theasamenos 
dina ergazomenon to sabbato, 
eipen auto: Anthrope, ei men 
oidas ti poieis, makarios ei; et 
de mee oidas, epikataratos kai pa- 
rabatees ei tou nomou.— 45 and 
the evil’ man, out of the evil 
‘‘ treasure of his heart, bringeth 
forth that which is evil-’; man- 
“'f treasure of his heart— 

VIL. 31 + And the Lord said—— 
45 ‘with her hair— ‘rv. with the 
hair of her head— 

VIII. 34 they fled and ’ told 
it in the city— ‘+ departing— 
36 in what manner he ‘who was 
possessed by the demons had 
been cured— ‘{ who was possess- 
ed by the demons— 38 But ‘Je- 
sus sent him away— ’; Jesus— 
48 'Take courage, daughter— 
‘* Take courage— 54 And he 
‘sent all out, and took her by the 
hand— ’* sent all out, and-- 

IX. 1 Now Jesus called ‘the 
twelve together— ’r. his twelve 
disciples together— 23 * and 
take up his cross ‘daily— 
+ daily— 50 be that is not a- 
gainst ’ you is for” you— ‘7. us— 
“yr, us— do | and said, ‘Ye know 
not what manner of spirit ye are 
of’—'+ for the son of man is not 
come to destroy men’s lives but 
to save them— 

X. 11 Even the dust, ’which 
cleaveth to us— ‘add. of our 
feet— 22 + And turning to his 
disciples he said— 25 { when he 
departed— 41 thou art anxious, 
and troubled about many things: 


‘ but one thingipmly is necessary= 
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only are. necessary— s. but few 
or even’one thing only is neces- 
pal y—* 
mex. 2 W! e pray, say, 
®@ . Father,’ tified be thy 
name— ‘+ our— ‘+ who art fn 
heaven— 3 + thy will be done 
as in heaven, so also upon the 
earth— 4-+ but deliver us from 
evil—f These several clauses were 
probably supplied from Matt. vi- 
10—13.}— 29 but the sign of 
‘Jonah— ‘+ the prophet— 
44 Alas for you’! for ye are 
as graves which appear not— 
‘+ Scribes and Pharisees, Hypo- 
crites— 48 { their sepulchers— 
49 om. Wherefore alsv the wis- 
dom of God hath said— 53 And 
while he said these things unto 
them, the Scribes and the Pha- 
risees began to be greatly in- 
censed, and to provoke him to 
speak of many things— [ No less 
than eight different readings in 
this verse. |— 54 ' laying wait for 
him,” ’’ seeking to catch some- 
thing out of his mouth, ’’”’ that 
they might accuse him— ‘f lay- 
ing wait forehim— ‘+ and— 
’t seeking— '’’t that they might 
accuse him— [ Perhaps the whole 
of this verse should be omitted. | 
XII. 21 om. So is he who lay- 
eth up treasure for himself, and 
is not rich towards Gud— 31 and 
‘all these things shall be added 
unto you— ‘f all— 
XIII. 15 ’Thou hypocrite— 
'§ Ye hypocrites— 27 I know ye 
not, ‘whence ye are— ‘om. 
whence ye are— 30 your habita- 
tion shall be left by you’— ‘+ de- 
solate— And” I say unto you— 
“+ verily— 
XIV. 120m. nor thy brethren-~ 
* nor thy kindsmen— 
AV. 21 and am no more wor- 





Various Readings in Luke. 


thy to be ¢ son— add. 
make me of thy hired ser- 
vants— [ Newcome takes to 
be the true reading. | 

X V1. 21 being glad to be fed 
with the crumbs which fell from 
the rich man’s table’— ‘add. xa« 
ovdsig £dsd0v avtw aud no one 
gave to him— [ This addition is 
altogether improbable. See the 
note below. | 

XVII. 36 + Two men shall be 
in the fie d: the one shall be ta- 
ken, and the other left— 

XVLIL. 28 ‘we have left all 
and followed thee— ‘§ we have 
left our concerns and followed 
thee— 


XTX. 250m (Then they said 
unto him, ‘Sir, he hath ten 
pounds.)—{ This ts not mentioned 
by Griesbach; but it “ is wanting 
in the Cambridge manuscript, 
and seems to incumber the sense.” 
See Im. Ver. note.]— 45 { and 
those who bought therein. 

XX. 18 1 will send my be- 
loved son; perhaps they will re- 
verence him, ‘when they see 
him— ‘{ when they see him— 
23 he perceived their craftiness, 
and said unto them,’ ‘Why do ye 
try me? show me a denarius.— 
’t * Why do ye try me— 

30, 31 And the second took the 
same wife ; and he died childless. 
And the third took her, and in 
like manner the seven also left 

‘* Ex:éwmueo, with an infinitive 
following, signifies to %e coutent or 
glad, to esteem it a great matter 
occ. Luke xv. 16. xvi. 21. Comp. I 
Pet. i. (2. with Eph. iii. 10.” See 
Parkhurst Greek Lexicon. It no 
more appears therefore, that Laza- 
rus Was denied the crumbs, than 
that the angels are denied the 


pleasure of beholding the glorious 
plan of Salvation, 
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no children, and died.—[ Several 


different readings in these verses, 
as to placing the words, &c. but 
implying the same sense. | 

XXII. 19, 20 om. which is 
given for you; do this in remem- 
brance of me. In like manner 
he took the cup also, when he 
had supped, saying, ‘This cnp 
is the new covenant through my 
blood. which is poured out for 
you— 30 om. in my kingdom— 
31 om. And the Lord said— 
43, 44 om. And there appeared 
to him an angel from heaven, 
strengthening him. And, being 
in an agony, he prayed more 
earnestly ; and his sweat was as 
it were great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground.— 
[ These verses are wanting in the 
Vatican, the Alexandrian, and 
other manuscripts, and are mark- 
ed as doubtful in some in which 
they are inserted. | 

XXIII. 8 { many things— 
15 ‘tor | sent you to him— “§for 
he sent him back to us— 
17 { Now there was a necessity 
that he should return one unto 
them at the feast.— 23 om. and 
of the chief-priests— 25 and re- 
leased ’ him who for insurrec- 
tion— ’+ unto them—38 om. an 
inscription written in Greek and 
Latin, and Hebrew— 43 om And 
Jesus said unto him, ‘ Verily I 
say unto thee, to day thou shalt 
be with me in paradise —-f This 
verse, though not rejected by Griese 
bach, is wholly printed in Italic 
in the improved version. | 
440m, and the sun was darkened 
54 in which no man had ever yet 
been laid.’—’add. Ka: Sevrog ave 
rou, emweOnne Tw MYnMEGw Aibov, oP 
MOY IG ELnoTLexvAloy, Hivden nmspa 
% po cacCarev, KarnxorAcubyray 


de— 55 om. and how his body 


| was laid. 
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XXIV. 1°* and some other 
women with them— 12 om. But 
Peter arose and ran to the sepul- 
chre; and when he had stooped 
down, he beholdeth the linen 
bands lying by themselves, and 
went home wondering at that 
which was come to pass.—- Others 
omit part of the above.— Others 
transpose.— 36 And while they 
were yet speaking ‘he stood in 
the— ‘r. Jesus himself stood 
in the—zb. and said unto them, 
“’* Peace be unto you,’— 
‘om. * Peace be untu you.’ — 
Others add 1am he, be not a- 
fraid— 42 *and of an honey-comb 
43 add. nasi (Aulav) Te exirAolwa 
(repiocrevmate) COWKEY AUTOLS— 
AG* xat cvurws edes and thus ought 
A9 but stay ye in the city,’— 
‘+ of Jerusalem— 50 * out— 
51 * andcarried up into heaven- 
52 *Andthey ‘ doing him obei- 
sance returned to Jerusalem— 
’* doing him obeisance— 

53 + Amen. 

N. B. Grieshach has men- 
tioned above 550 various read- 
ings in this book, about 80 of 
which only we have_ explicitly 
pointed out, and those such as 
appeared to us the most impor- 
tant. | 


Various Readings in John. 


Ch. 1. v. 1 ‘and the word was 
a God—Coi). xai Seou nv xet 


@ Aoves andthe word was also of 


God-— 26 I baptize with water : 
but there standeth one amidst 
you whom ye know not; ’ even 

e who cometh after me; the 


latchet of whose sandal I am not 
worthy to unloose— ‘yr. He it is 
who cometh after me is preferred 
before me.— 29 The next day 
‘he beholdeth— ’r. John behold- 
eth.— 


J]. 2 this man came ‘to him 








Various Readings in John. ‘a 


by night— ‘7. us— 6 That 
which is born of*fhe flesh, is 
flesh’— ‘add. for it was born of 
the flesh—and that which is born 
of the spirit, is spirit’—’add. for 
it is of the spirit—Others: for God 
is a spirit— Others, for God is a 
spirit, and was born of God— 
13 even the’son of man’ who is 
in heaven— “who is in heaven— 
15 every one who believeth on 
him may ‘not perish, but have 
everlasting life— ‘’{not perish, 
but— 25 Then a questiun arose 
between some of John’s disciples 
and 'a Jew, about purifying— 
‘yr. the Jews—Others Con. Je- 
sus— 3b he that cometh from 
heaven ‘is above all; and testifi- 
eth— ‘fis above all; and— 

IV. 42 and know that this Is 
indeed ‘the Christ, the Saviour 
of the world.— ‘{. the Christ— 
46 So’ he came again— 'r. Jesus 
came again— 

V. 4.5 + looking for the mov- 
ing of the water &c. (to the word) 
was made well, whatsoever dis- 
ease he had—; These words, are 
not only marked as doubtful by 
Griesbach, but they are inclosed 
in brackets; and in the improved 
version they are printed in Italic.] 
16 And for this the Jews perse- 
cuted Jesus’— ’} and sough! to 
slay him— 19 The Son’ can do 
nothing of himseif— ‘add. of 
man— 25 the dead shall hear the 
voice of the Son of ’ God— 
‘Gman— 30 I seek not mine own 
will, but the will ‘of him who 
sent me— ‘ry. of the Father who 
sent me— 

VI. 22 + where into his disci- 
ples were intered— 39 this is the 
will ‘ of him who sent me— ‘r. of 
the Father who sent me--6') thou 
art ‘the Holy one of Goud— 
‘r. the Christ, the sen of the liy- 
ing God— : 

















te 

VII. 26 Do the rulers know 
indeed that this is ' the Christ/— 
‘r, the very Christ? or, truely 
Christ ?— 53+ Then every man 
went to his own house &c (¢o the 
word,) go, and sin no more. (Ch. 
viii. v- 11.)\—These 12 verses, . 
though not wholly rgected Ly Gries- 
baci, are very evidently spu: ious. 
He has enclosed them in vrackets, 
aad has given them a stronger mark 
of being douvtful than the one con- 
cerning the pool of Bethesua ; they 
are aiso in Ftalie in the improved 
version. Griesbach has noticed no 
less than sixty three different read- 
anys in this short account. If ail 
the scriptures were like this, how 
should we know what to deiieve? 
24 ‘the Father hath not left me 
alone— ‘§ he hath not— 34 who- 
soever commiteth sin is a slave 
‘of sin— ‘t of sin— 59 + going 
through the midst of them, and 
so passed by.— 

IX. 8 and ‘those who had seen 
him before (for he had been a 
beggar)— ‘r. they who had be- 
fore seen him that he was ilind— 
11 ‘Go to Siloam, and wash thy- 
seli— ‘r. Go to the pool of Si 
loam &c.— 28 "They reviled him, 
and said— ‘rv. They reviled him 
therefore, and said— 35 Dost 
thou believe in the Son of God— 
‘q Son of man— 

X. 13. ¢ and the hireling 
fleeth— 33 }{ saying— 38 that 
ye may know ‘and _ believe— 
‘om. and hbelieve— and I “in 
him— '’§ in the Father— 

XI. 41 Then they took away 
the stone’— ‘+ where the dead 
was laid—~ 55 om, before the 
passover— 

XU. 4 Judas Iscariot, ‘son of 
Simon— 't son of Simon—8 om. 
For ye have the poor with you 


- always: but me ye have not al- 


ways.— 34 om. Who is this son 
of man?— 41 when he saw ’ his 
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, glory and spake of bim— ’ the 


glory of God— s. the glory of his 
God— 47 if any man hear my 
words ‘ and believe not, I con- 
demn him not— '§ and keep them 
not— Others | and keep them— 

Xilf. IL om. wherefore he 
said, ‘ Ye are not all clean’.— 

XVI. 16 ¢ because I go to the 
Father— 

X VILE. 24 (Now Annas ’ had 
sent him bound— “+ therefore— 

XX. 16 She turned, and saith 
‘unto him, ‘ Rabboni’, which sig- 
nifieth Master— ‘@ unto him 
in the Hebrew tongue; Rabboni, 
&c.— 31 and that believing ye 
might have‘ life through _ his 
name— ‘add. eternal— 

XX1. 25 + Amen. — 

N. B, The various readings in 
John are perhaps equal to either 
of the other Evangilists; but, ex- 
cept those which we have men- 
tiened, there are none which ma- 
terially alter the sense; or at least, 
they do not materially affect any 
point of doctrine mentioned 
either in the Old or New Testa- 
ment.— To be continued. 


THE BEREAN SOCIETY.* 


Mr. Editor—I have read with 
attention, the observations of your 
correspondent “ Investigator,” as 
contained in your Magazine of 
January last: which are design- 





* This communication being very lengthy, 
and the writer having expressed a desire that 
it might all appear in one number, we shail 
take the liberty to adda few notes. This 
we do to save room, by preventing the ne- 
cessity of quotations, and that our readers 
may see our remarks in perfect connexion 
with the subject. No exception, as we 
conceive, can be taken to this mode, as 
thereby we by no means injure the argu- 
ments of our opponent. We shall leave, 
however, much of what he has written un- 
touched, believing that our readers, gene- 
rally speaking, will be able duely to ap- 
preciate what either has or shall be written 
on both sides of the question. E 

d. 
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ed as'a reply to my communica- 
tion, in the previous number, on 
the subject of a limited punish- 
ment for the wicked in a future 
existence ; being the substance 
of remarks which were delivered 
at the Berean Society some few 
months since, and believing still 
that these remarks are just and 
consistent with Divine Revela- 
tion, and that the question whe- 
ther such punishment will exist 
or not, is one of considerable im- 
portance, I am induced to no- 
tice, the manner in which “ In- 
vestigator” has endeavoured to 
support the negative, and op- 
pose the affirmative of the ques- 
tion. 

In the first instance, he quotes 
the following observation from 
p- 134, * Law implies penalties, 
and the penalties attached to the 
violation of the Lawsof God,must 
necessarily at some period be 
enforced.’ ** Investigator” wish- 
es us to be “‘exceeding lycautious” 
that we may not herefrom be 
drawn intverror; but, sir, if this 
observation is true, and express- 
ed in plain terms (which the wri- 
ter has not disputed) he surely 
indicates an alarm without the 
least necessity. He proceeds to 
state that *‘ we frequently rea 
son from human to Divine laws ; 
that the laws of man are reta 
liatory, or inflicted from necessi- 
ty, that they grow out «f the 
weakness, or the wickedness of 
human governments, «c.” But 
EF would ask what has any of 
this to do with the simple propo- 
sition, ‘that law implies penal- 
ties and the penalties attached 
to the violation of the laws of 
God, must necessarily at some 
period be enforced; or how 
could the above reasoning be ge- 
nerated in any reflecting mind, 


Berean Society. 
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so as to render it necessary to 
put us on our guard, that we 
might not thereby “err.” Iam 
compelled at present to pass 
these observations by “ Luvesti- 
gato:,”’ as extraneous matter.* 

He then quotes again, ‘but 
these penalties are not in every 
instance enforced in the present 
life 3? ** this’? (says the writer) 
*‘ is beguing the question alto- 
gether, and taking for granted 
the very thing which remains 
to be proved.” But it will be per- 
ceived, that some argument was 
offered in support of that posi- 
tion, (though its truth appeared 
nearly self-evident) which the 
writer himeelf has cited. I 
therefore ask with what consis- 
tency, could it be said that this 
was begging the question a/to- 
gether, and taking for granted 
the very thing in dispute.+ 

He goes on, “ this writer 
says, the liar, for instance, may 
feel no immediate punishment, 
he may feel no punishment 
through life, that will restrain 
him from the repetition of such 
error ;”? and then exclaims * ah! 
is it so then, that man can com- 


* Here it seems that ‘a Berean Chris- 
zion” did not understand “ Investigator,” 
whose object was to show that the laws of 
God are not like laws of man ; as they in no 
sense grow out of the weakness, much less 
the wickedness of the Lawgiver, therefore 
they are not PENAL like human laws; as no 
penalty is necessary either for the dignity 
of the law, or for the safety of the govern- 
ment, as it is not possible that either the one 
or the other should be impaired. The only 
penalty therefore attached to Divine laws 1s 
the conscquence naturally and necessarily 
resulting from crimes, and this is the only 
way, as we conceive, which God punishes 
sin. 





+ However, “ nearly self-evident” this 
subject may be to “ A, B, C,” and however 
cogent, in his mind, the arguments may be 
which have been adduced in its favour, we 
must still be permitted to say that we have 
seen none, which, to our understanding, are 
either clear or conducive. 
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mit sin, and have no immediate 
punishment.” Now sir, it is a 
well known fact, and I should 
have supposed not anknown to 
your correspondent ** Investiga- 
tor,”? tiat some persons, to tie 
disgrace of human nature, are 
continually teliing falsities, and 
if they realiy meet with punish- 
ment for each they tel:, the won- 
der is that they do not-cease from 
the practice, or at least lessen 
it. Is further information on 
this point necessary ! if so, ask 
the storekeepers im this city, 
generaily, whether it is uncoin- 
mon for them to be told ** lies” 
for the purpose of procuring 
goods ata less sum than they 
are offered at: yes, says tre 
objector, but how do you know 
that they have no immediate 
punishment? truly this is the 
rub, and perhaps * Investiga- 
tor” will think it rather an er- 
roneous notion, ‘ that the coun- 
tenance is the index to the mind, 
or if he admits the truth of this 
sentiment, he may say that the 
countenance in all such cases 
indicates present punishment, 
but although this might be 
his opiniou, L doubt much, 
whether a majority of phy -iog 
nomists would yield him credit 
for his discernment. But fur- 
ther circumstantial evidence on 
this point presents itself—It is 
equally well known that persons 
guilty of the fault under consi- 
deration, not finding a falsehood 
at one store, to answer their 
mercenary purpose, will repeat 
the sameerror in a few minutes 
at another ; this we should not 
expect on the principle that they 
meet with punishment in the 
first instance. Solomon, whose 
judgment of human nature may 
be regarded, observes, ¢ it is 








naught, it is naught, saith the 
buyer, but when he is gone his 
way, then he boasteth.” Those 
in pursuit of common business, 
it is presumed, will be far from 
denying the truth of this. And 
does not such conduct imply a 
feeling of gratification that ex- 
cludes immediate punishment. 
There are others tuo whose ig- 
norance, and folly are displayed, 
in not only telling lies for inter- 
est, and in quick succession but 
with cheerfulness; this is the 
fact, unless our sense of seeing 
and hearing on such occasions 
deceives us. I therefore think 
it sufliciently clear, that this sin 
is soinetimes committed without 
iminediate punishment.* But it 
is asked, how then can it be true, 
that the way of the trangressor is 
hard! Why are the wicked like 
a troubled sea, whose waters cast 
up mire and dirt and cannot rest? 
Why is it that there is no peace 
to the wicked.” I confess, l can- 
not at present conceive that the 
passages of Scripture, on which 
these questions are founded, are 
in the least inconsistent with the 
argument already advanced. ‘The 
way of the transgressor is hard, 
not necessarily oecause trans- 


2 





* Unquestionably it must be admitted that 
those whose minds are well impressed with 
the important principles of religion, or those 
who possess a large share of reason, are 
more liable to receive immediate punish- 
ment for sin, of any description than igno- 
rant and unconcerned creatures ; the supe- 
rior minds of the former necessarily soon 
discover to them the pernicious tendency 
of arror: whilst the latter may think the 
commission of certain errors to be profitable, 
which it is conceived is the thing that makes 
them “ glory in their shame” if therefore we 
appeal to self-experience on this subject, 
as required by ‘* Investigator,” it is necessa- 
ry to consider which of these characters be- 
long to us. 

{Here we only have to say that the crime 
of ignorant people, when they do wrong, is 
as much less than that of the well informed, 
as their compunctions of conscience are less. } 


Ed. 
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gression invariably brings im- 
mediate punishment, but rather 
because according to the laws of 
God, sin cannot go unpunished. 
See Prov. xi. 12. Jer. xxxix. 12. 
and the more we transgress, the 
more severe and hard our pun- 
ishment will be. When likewise 
it is said, *‘ there is no peace to 
the wicked, (see Isaiah xIxvii. 
21,) more is not necessarily 
meant than that sin is so connec 

ted with misery, as to exclude the 
possihility of pure uninterrupted 
happiness. David observes, 
Psalm xxxvii. 37, “ Mark the 
perfect man, and behold the up- 
right, for the end of that man is 
peace.” Most probably every 
degree of happiness human na- 
ture Is capable of;* and to none 
but the ‘“‘ perfect and upright,” 
does such happiness essertially 
belong ; it isnot contended that 
the wicked can enjoy such hap- 
piness, but it does not follow that 
they are immediately punished 

In the 73rd Psalm it is evident, 
David did not consider the wick- 
ed to suffer, as soon as they com- 
mitted crimes, for he there says, 
“Iwas envious at the foolish, 


when I saw the prosperity of 


the wicked, THEY are nof in trou- 
ble as other men.” ‘These cir- 
cumstances are spoken of as 
having been a temptation to that 
Prophet, and it was not * until 


he went into the sanctuary of 


God and saw the KND of the 
wicked,” that he resisted such 
temptation. Jeremiah also, 


* The whole of this Psalm is concerning 
the wicked and the righteous, they are re- 
presented as forming the greatest contrast to 
each other, which makes it reasonable to 
conclude that the effects of each character, 
when therein spoken of is meant in the su- 
perlative degree. 





[But the Psalmist does not speak of any 
effect save that which terminated at death. ] 
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chap. xii. 1. in reasoning with 
the Lord of his judgments, says, 
“ wherefore are all they happy 
that deal very treacherousiy.” 
‘Thus then it sutliciently appears 
from Scripture and reason, that 
the wicked are not in every in- 
stance, immediately punished,* 





* Whether there are more lies told by the 
purchasers of goods than by the venders of 
them, we shall not undertake to say; but 
if not, one may be considered, im some 
sense, as an offset for the other: for as it 
was said in another case, *“* He that taketh 
the sword shall fall by the sword;” so it 
may be said in this, that those who will tre, 
for the sake of deceiving must expect to be 
deceived by FALSEHOOD. But can any of 
these crimes be repeated in another world? 
will there be cither shops or shopkeepers, 
purchasers or venders of goods there? If 
not, why should any of these crimes be pun- 
ished there? Not to prevent their being 
committed there is certain. No, but it may 
be said, itis to prevent the repetition and 
continuance of such crimes here, Well if 
this be the object, the 1pEa of such a pun- 
nishment (only let it be believed) will have 
all the influecce on the mind as the punish- 
ment itself. The idea of such punishments 
have a very similar effect to the good, but 
superstitious mother’s, telling her children 
that she would SKIN THEM ALIVE, or that 
THE BEGGAR MAN WOULD CARRY THEM OFF ; 
not that there is any reality in the assertion, 
but it operates upon the fears of the children 
as much as though there were ; and will con- 
tinue to do so until they have discretion 
enough to know better. There is decep- 
tion in the parent, it is true, which we would 
not apply to God; but a Berne who can 
punish crimes, where crimes are not come 
mitted, merely because they have been com- 
mitted in some other state of existence, 
might rather be supposed to deceive his 
creatures with the idea of sucha punish- 
ment, although not intended to be inflicted, 
without supposing any thing inconsistent 
with his character; for this, of the two, 
would suppose him to be the better being. 


If the loss of character and confidence be 
not a sufficient punishment for lying, what 
more can be given that will be likely to re- 
form We know of no greater punishment 
which can be inflicted. Whip a child ever 
so much for lying, and he will still 11» 
whenever he thinks he shall escape a whip- 
ping by it. But whenever he finds that it 18 
for his interest to be believed on all occa- 


" sions, and thathe cannot be if he is known to 


be guilty of falsehood, then it is that he will 
feel a sacred re for truth. Convince 
people that it is for their interest, on the 
whole, to be honest, and it will have 4 thous 
sand times better effect than any supposed 


punishment in another world. Ed. 
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Investigator admits that pun 
ishment for sin in this life, may 
not be suflicient to restrain from 
a repetition of errar, but asks, 
«* will the error be repeated af- 
ter death? If not, and we have 
no evidence that it vill, and if 
the sinner is still to be punished, 
what is he to be punished for ?” 
In the first place, it seems neces- 
sary to remind “ Investigator,” 
that if error could not be repeat- 
ed after death, (which | am far 
from admitting) this circum- 
stance, of itself, would not be 
sufficient to render us virtuous 
characters, and consequently 
would not make us equally the 
recipients of happiness, as those 
of this description. As rational 
and active beings, (which surely 
we shall ever be) and upon the 
principles of Christianity we are 
required not only to relinquish 
the practice of sinning, but to 
follow a virtuous course. The 
Scriptures declare that ‘ with- 
out holiness no man shall see the 
Lord.” 4 would ask, will the 
mere inability to commit sin with- 
out any virtuous exercise, con- 
stitute “‘holiness ’”? If not, then 
if errors were not repeated after 
death, this alone would not fit us 
to see the Lord, i. e. 10 recieve 
the enjoyment of the Lord. And 
if punishment can in any instance 
produce virtuous conduct here, 
(which surely will not be denied) 
why might it not produce a simi- 
lar effect hereafter ?+ And if so, 





+ We challenge “A Berean Christian” to 
show that punishment, in any one instance, 
has produced virtuous conduct. Neither 
does it even prevent sin, in the heart, (where 
alone it can exist) let God punish the sinner, 
ever sO severe or ever so long, for any crime 
whatever, say, for hating God, will the sin- 
ner hate God any less because he is pun- 
ished for it ? or will punishment ever pro- 
duce the love of God in his heart? No! 


Here is the grand mistake. 
Vole 3; 








Punishment ne- y 


then admitting all that this writer 
has asked for on this point, yet 
herein would be the use, and may 
we not say the zmportant use of 
future punishment. But if, in 
reply, it is contended that virtu- 
ous conduct is not the ground 
on which the Deity will grant us 
future happiness, it is asked upon 
what ground then will he grant 
it?* Or can any other founda- 
tion of future enjoyment be con- 
sistent with the following passage 
of Scripture, Rev. xiv. 14. “‘ And 
] heard a voice from Heaven, 
saying, write, blessed are the 
dead which die in the Lord, from 
henceforth, yea, saith the spirit 
for they rest from their labours, 
and their works do follow them.” 

But if “‘ men will be raised the 
same conscious beings, as they 
are in this world,” as admitted 
by this writer, p. 178, we would 





ver produces virtue HERE; then why should it 
HEREAFTER ? Punishment only serves to 
take away the power of doing evil, while the 
culprit is so disposed ; and when that pow- 
er is completely taken away, there is an end 
to all just punishment. } Ep. 

* If it is said that happiness hereafter, will 
be the gift of God, and that not in the least 
as a consequence of our present works, but 
SOLELY as a consequence of his mercy and 
goodness, we must have Scriptural proof of 
this before we admit it. Our present happi- 
ness is the gift of God, and that according- 
to his mercy and Cope but is this the 
ONLY ground on which such a giftis bestow- 
ed upon us? Certainly not. And so vE- 
PENDENT are we upon God for every good 
and perfect gift that perhaps when we have 
done our best, we are as little the creatures 
of MERIT, strictly speaking, in the present, 
as we can be in the future existence. For 
OF HIM AND THROUGH HIM, AND TO HIM ARE 
ALL THInes. Every MEANS of improvement 
and happiness is the gift of God, but then 
the usiv« of those means depends upon our- 
selves, therefore WHATSOEVER A MAN SOW-~ 
ETH THAT HE SHALL ALSO REAP, [This is 
all very true; but it is no proof that we must 
sow in time to reap in eternity. We shall 
reap the fruit from the same field where we 
sow the seed ; hence what we sow in this field 
of mortality, must be reapt in this field of 
mortality, whether we live to reap all the 
fruits or not. If we do not live to reap the 
whole, what is left will be for our heirs, and 
for posterity -] Ep. 
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ask what use would there be in 
their being so raised than by ex- 
periencing the effects of their 
conduet in this life? Can those 
who died wicked, recollect their 
past conduct with pleasure? And 
will those who died virtuously, be 
unable to derive any pleasure 
from recollecting that they so 
died? If so, must not the meral 
laws of God cease frum opera- 
ting in the nsual manner.* 


But ‘“ Investigator,”’ tu estab- 
lish the fact of no future punisb- 
ment, bas endeavoured to prove 
that sin cannot be committed 
afther natural death for which 
purpose he quoted, see p. 177, 
the following passage, Rom. vi. 
7. ** He that is dead is freed 
from sin.” Now in the first 
place whether it was a natural 
death, or death unto sin, the 
Apostle here spoke of, on which 
adispute might exist, the pas- 


sage asi conceive, would not 


admit of the above construction. 
In the former case might it not 
be said that the righteous and 
not the wicked dead were the 
object to whom Paul aliuded. 
Let us examine the connexion. 
The Apostle shows in the com- 
mencement of the chapter, that 
it is contrary to the nature of 
Christianity to continue in sin. 
He then speaks of Christians as 
being dead to sin, by saying, ver. 
2, ** How shall we that are dead 
to sin, live any longer tnercin ; 
a plain reference to the powerful 
influence which their principles 
must have upon their conduct. 


* This argument will apply to all men, 
as wellas to any. We ask, when will Saul 
of Tarsus, or David the King of Isracl, be 
able to reflect on the enormity of each of 
their crimes respectively, without remorse ? 
And if men are to have such reflections 
after the resurrection, why shall not they as 
well as others ? Ep. 
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Surely those who are not* wick- 
ed, those who are not Chris- 
tians, cannot be here included. 
3 ver. says, ** Know ye not that 
so many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ, were baptized 
into his death,” can any but the 
converted to Christianity be 
here meant? The 4th ver. reads, 
Therefore, we are buried with 
him by baptism into death, that 
like as Christ was raised up from 
the dead by the glory of the Fa- 
ther, even so we should walk in 
newness of life.”” The Apostle 
here shews that the rite of bap- 
tism by which we take upon us 
the profession of Christianity, 
is the ground on which we 
should walk in newness of life. 
Therefure we are not yet come 
to any account of those wio 
were at all wicked. The 5th 
ver. reads, ** For if we have 
been planted together in the 
likeness of his death,” (i. e. if 
we, by our faith and conduct, 
have resembled him) “ we shall 
be also in the likeness of his re- 
surrection.” The Apostle there- 
fore in this as well as in every 
preceding verse, equally fixed 
his attention on those and those 
only, who devoted themselves 
to the service of God, not a sin- 
gle wicked character has he yet 
brought to our notice in this 
chapter. ‘The 6th verse reads, 
“ knowing this, that our old 
man is crucified with him that 
the body of sin might be de- 
stroyed that henceforth we 
should not serve sin.”’ In this 
passage we see that by becoming 
Christians, we change our mas- 
ters, that we pass from the ser- 
vitude of sin to the service of 





* I presume “ not,” was here inserted 
through mistake. Ep. 
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God and virtue; then fellows the 
passage under our immediate 
consideration. ‘* He that 1s 
dead is treed from sin” Who that 
is dead? All the wicked as well 
as all the righteous that ever lived, 
such a couclusion is not ouly un- 
warrranted by, but opposed to eve- 
ry preceding passage in the chap- 
ter. **‘ Lle that is dead is freed 
from sin,” but if the literal dead 
are meant, and the connexion may 
be regarded, it must be the rigAte- 
ous and not the wicked dead ; these 
may be freed from sin for reasons 
that are obvious ; they will not ex- 
perience any of the effects of their 
former sins in the resurrection 
state, and being tien separated 
from the wicked, they will no: ex- 
perience as in many cases they 
now do, the ill effects of the wick- 
edness of others. But, who fora 
moment can seriously think that 
the mere act of dying, will change 
us from sin to virtue, or that this 
of itself, will make the sinner a 
saint ’* Paul observes in the verse 
next to the last one quoted, both 
of which are connected, ‘ Now 
if we he dead with Christ, we be- 
lieve that we shall also live with 
him.”” Who but the righteous 
dead are here meant? May not 
the term * if,” imply a supposition 
that there will be some who will 
not be dead with Christ ; but it is 
not hinted in the most distant form 
that their future state will be the 
same as those who will be dead 
with him, The Apostle here plain- 
ly intimates that being “‘ dead with 
Christ. ” is the reason for be- 
lieving that such will also live with 
him, and therefore he that is so 
dead will be “ freed from sin.” It 
is therefore yet to be proved (if 
such proof can be given) that sin 
cannot exist after natural death 


a 





* No person ever supposed this. But 
then, it must be recollected that the resur- 
rection may effect that, or the goodness of 
God manifested in the resurrection may ef- 
fect that whichd ying did not, ” Bp. 














Berean Sociely. 935 


before it is argued therefrom, that 
there will be no use in future pun- 
ishment. But, Mr. Editor, one 
thing on this pointis clear, that 
ignoraxce is the source of all error, 
and if we die in ignorance, will not 
existing again be a restoration of 
that state, or would not an oppo- 
site state be another and not the 
same existence / If so, what sort 
of conduct, if any, can be warrant- 
ably expected from the ignorant 
at that period? They must then 
not think nor act at all to avoid 
sin, or their thoughts and acts must 
be liable to be sinful. 

3ut “* Investigator” asks, * how 
can there be a propensity to sin in 
an immortal state? We ask him 
ii return, how can a total change 
of mind as weil as body be a same- 
ness of being that formly existed ? 
And if the mind does not then 
change, must not then the propen- 
sity be the same as in the previous 
existence, and is not such a pro- 
pensity sinful ?* ‘* Investigator” 
further asks, ‘“* whence would be 
the possibility of indulging or gra- 
tifying such a propensity ? Well 
then if there would be no possibi- 
lity of this kind. would not this be 
the sinners punishment? But this 
writer, conceives that “‘ man may 
be changed in this life very sud- 
denly in point of moral character, 
and therefore passing from this 
mortal to an immortal state, must 
produce a much greater change.” 
This suggestion seems a tacit ad- 
mission of an important point in 
the discussion of this subject, viz. 
that moral character is necessary 
to fit us for future happiness. If 
this is not the impression of the 
writer, why does he suppose that 
our moral character may be chan- 
ged by passing from this mortal 





* We answer, No! No propensity is in 
itself either virtuous or vicious. ‘The indul« 
ing Of a propensity unlawfully, is sinful. 
ut every passion, every propensity in man, 
is just as the Deity implanted it, and, of 
course, just as it should be, Ex. 
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to an immortal state ? And if sash 
change is a necessary preparation 
for a future existence, it follows 
that the state of that existence 
(agreeably to the divine order of 
things) will be the consequence of 
human conduct.* But we would 
further observe, that however 
suddenly” our moral character 
may be changed, something must 
produce this change more than 
mnerely dying, and being raised to 
life, which comparatively is the 
same as sleeping and waking, 
but who will say that these acts 
are calculated to change us in 
point of moral character ‘+ It is 

nowledge that produces charac- 
ter, and character happiness, and 
judging from the past, and indeed 
from the nature of the human 
mind will ever be progressive, and 
as a consequence, happiness like- 
wise ‘‘ it is difficult to concieve to 
use the language of a writer) 
‘*‘ That all the endless train of 
thoughts and ideas, and scenes of 
joy that shall ever pass through 
the mind of a saint, through eter- 
nity, shall be crowded into every 
single mind, (not excepting the 
most uninformed) “ the first mo- 
ment it enters with a future exis- 
tence; nor perhaps is the human 
mind capacious enongh to receive 
and strong enough to retain such 
an immence multitude of ideas all 
at once. such a bright confusion of 
images and transports would pro- 
bably overwhelm the most excel- 
lent spirit.” For this Sir, to be 


~~ 


* Here is no small mistake. Erage the 
word “ human,” and put the word DIVINE 
in its stead, and we can cordially subseribe to 
the sentiment. Whena person, by taking 
thought, can make one hair white or black, 
he may then suppose that the “ state’ of his 
existence, whether present or future, is the 
** CONSEQUENCE of etanh conduct.” Ep. 

+ No one, neither has any one, as we re- 
collect, said this. It is the manifestation of 
the goodness of God in the heart, which 
alone produces the moral change toward the 
Deity. The resurrection may be the occa- 
sior. of this change, but in itself considered, 
is NOt the cause. Ep. 





| 
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granted to us “suddenly,” seema 
not adapted to our finite minds, 
and should it ever take place, all 
desire after new discoveries must 
cease. And as the gratifytng such 
desires must raise us in the scale 
of being and continually increase 
our happiness, it is highly proba- 
ble that the immence number of 
excellent things the Deity intends 
for us, yet to know, will not be 
known within a period that we 
can look forward to. And if 
saints will have the highest degree 
of felicity, when they first enter 
on the future stage of being, where 
is the reasonableness or propriety 
in thinking that the mest ignorant 
and vicious will immediately pos- 
sess as much joy as them.* 

But sir, I have spoken as ob- 
served by “ Investigator,” of the 
immoral tendency in believing 
that the wicked will not be pun- 
ished hereafter, but that all will 
be perfectly happy without any 





* That there may be different de- 
grees of happiness in the future world 
according to the different degrees of know- 
ledge < capacity to recieve and enjoy such 
happiness, we are not disposed to dispute. 
But is it possible that this is what the wri- 
ter means by punishment in another world ? 


If a person is made as happy as his knowl- — 


edge and capacity will admit of, what does 
he want more, except it be instruction ? And 
who will deny that the human mind is sus- 
ceptible of receiving mstruction, as long as 
the mental faculties gre retained, let that be, 
lgoner or shorter ? 

That we need not multiply arguments un- 
necessarily on the same subject, we will refer 
our readers here to the “ reply to Rea- 
son,” 220, on the same subject of 
the above, The only thing differing in the 
argument of “* A, B, C,” from what has al- 
ready been advanced by others, is that Paul 
was one of the virtuous dead only, and 
not of the wicked. But why should na- 
tural death produce an effect in one man 
which it does not produce in another ? and 
if it be not natural death that produces the 
effect of which Paul was speaking, what can 
produce such an effect ? If he was speaking 
of the freedom from sin, from which those 
only who are dead to sin are freed, but who 
are not dead in a natural sense, then his are 
gument amounts to nothing more than this, 
“ He that is freed from sin is frreed from sin,” 
or “he that is dead to sin is dead to sin: 


which in reality, amounts to nothing. Ep- 
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repentance OF good deed re- 
specting this notion, I have said, 
see p. 235, col. 2. that if such an 
idea be true, if it is supported 
by D:vine authority, and we can 
firmly believe in it as such, itis at 
once calculated to encuurage the 
commission of suicide.’ These 
observations seems almost to have 
offended ‘ Investigator,” which 
assuredly were never designed 
for this purpose. His language, 
p. 177, is, “‘ we rebut the charge 
with indignity, and consider it 
nothing move than a species of 
calumny, unworthy the Christian 
character.’ Now sir, if a per- 
son express even a false opinion 
ona subject not knowing the same 
to be false and has no other than 
a proper design therein, (and the 
contrary as it regards myself in 
this respect, is not known to “ In- 
vestigator” ) can it with truth be 
said that on this account, Ae, or 
i¢é “is unworthy the christian 
character.” Or can any given 
opinion be justly stigmatized as 
calumny, ¢ until the individual 
who has given it has refused to 
confirm and prove it. I conceive 
not. But I am happy to find 
that the general tenor of this 
writers comunication is not 
marked with such uncandid and 
illiberal expressions. But had 
he considered it possible that no- 
thing personally or disrespectful 
was meant (which is the fact) but 
that the charge was solely against 
the doctrine itself it is believed, 
that no such exceptionable lan- 
guage would have been used. 
But sir it was my opinion of the 
immoral tendency of the point in 
question from which I principal- 
ly commenced and have contin- 
ued its discussion, If the vir- 
tuous, under excessive tryin 
tircumstances, are left without 








hopes of future rewards, if the 
wicked can pursue their course 
without present, and for certain, 
without future punishment, may 
not the former want a sufficient 
powerful motive to walk in the 
rugged path of virtue ? and the 
latter a sufficient check to the 
commission of crimes! If the 
wicked are persuaded that no: 
punishment await them hereafter 
and that the righteous will then 
have no superior advantage over 
them, will such a persuasion sti« 
mulate them to reform and be- 
come good, or sucha persuasion 
induce the good to become bet- 
ter? if not, how can the notion 
in question be one of a moral 
tendency ? But if it is aked why 
it is supposed that the influence 
of this notion may encourage sul- 
cide! it is replied that the man 
who is wicked and like a treu- 
bled sea, whose waters cast up 
mire and dirt and cannot rest 
(which is indisputably true of 
some part of the human race) if 
they become convinced that the 
next life will not only excuse 
them from suffering, but will at 
once, without repentance or mo- 
ral improvement, place them in 
perfect everlasting enjoyment, 
might not such an impression, or 
a full conviction of this kind lead 
them to commit suicide. If the 
notion under consideration be 
true, would it not be to their 
greatest interest and advantage 
thus to dispose of themselves ? 
Why, under such circumstances 
should they wait all the days of 
their appointed time? Is it sin. 


ning against God to take the 
most speedy means of being truly 
happy! Let the advocates for no 
future punishment answer these 
enquiries before they rest satise 


fied that they have disproved the 
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immoral tendency of the point 
before us. The righteous, too, 
whose credence, is given to this 
sentiment may also be induced 
to try the quick method of getting 
to Heaven, provided they think 
as no doubt they must, that fu- 
ture bliss is greater, far greater 
than any that can be here ob- 
tained. ‘“ Investigator’ speaks 
higtly of the characters of those 


who profess the same belief as 
himself. He says ‘he can find 


as good characters among those 
of this belief, and as many too 
according to their number as can 
be found of a contrary belief. 
We shall not deny this, wé hope it 
is true, and that the same may ever 
be observed of such professors, 
but it may not be unreasonable to 
say, let those of this faith, who 
think they stand, take heed lest 
they fall. But how many could 
we select from the religious 
world as it is called, who profess 
to believe in doctrines which if 
acted upon, would be highly in- 
jurious to their moral characters. 
And yet in looking at their ge- 
neral conduct in life, we find in 
them much to commend and no- 
thing to charge upon them, as 
the result of those doctrines. 

if it is enquired by what 
means this takes place ; the most 
likely conjecture we can form 
concerning it, is that such per- 
sons fortunately are more direct- 
ed by their reason than their re- 
digion. Reasen must be driven 
from her seat, or her influence 
suspended, before man can be- 
come a suicide. It is likewise 
equally to be seen, that many 
good and excellent sentiments, 
are professed without a confor- 
mity of action to them, but the 


probable useful tendency oi such 


bestow on a moral being. 
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sentimeats will surely net be dis- 
puted on this account.* 

‘« Investigator” next introduces 
us to a Scriptural view of the sub- 


——— 





* If it be the doctrine only, and not the 
persons that our writer designed to reproach, 
we have no fault to find. But after all, what 
proof has he brought of its immortal ten- 
deney, except that which exists in his own 
imagination ? He says, *f reason must be 
driven from her seat, or her influence sus- 
yended before man can become a suicide.” 
fe must prove then, that this doctrine in 
its tendency deprives men of their Reason, 
before it can produce the effect that he has 
so much laboured to prove. Again, let rea- 
son be driven from her seat, or even suspen- 
ded, and man ceased to be an accountable 
ereature. Let any court of justice be con- 
vineed that a man acted under such cireum- 
stances, and they would not punish him for 
any action whateyer, however awful or 
dreadful it might be. But suppose man is 
not so depraved, that he has his reason, and 
is a virtuous man, what would he commit 
suicide for ? for the sake of being virtuous 
and enjoying virtue? No, that he can enjoy 
here ; and what is there better for him in the 
world to come ? Nothing. Virtue, or ho- 
liness is the best gift which God himself can 
. Well, suppose 
he is a vicious man; what will he gain by 
suicide ? Will there be any more pleasure 
in wickedness in the world to come than 
there is in this world ? Will be have a bet- 
ter chance to deceive shopkeepers, by ly- 
ing, should be hasten his journey into ano- 
ther world ? No! Well, why then com- 
mit suicide for the sake of takmg pleasure 
in wickedness, just as though a man could 
not be as wicked as he was disposed to be 
here ? Or does the wicked man commit, 
suicide for the sake of enjoying virtue and 
holiness in the world to.come ? This is a 
soleeism too glaring to be named. Ifa per- 
son is really desirous of enjoying virtue, he 
has only to be virtuous and he will enjoy 
it. Weknow not how to understand a vir- 
tuous man, (as we deem our writer to be) 
when he talks about “ the rugged path of 
virtue.” The writer of these remarks has 
been endeavouring to walk in that path for 
more than forty years, and can truly and 
conscientiously say, that he has never found 
it either rugged, hard, or difficult ; but in 
comparison with the paths of vice, this is a 
bright and shining way, while those are 
hedged up with thorns. And should it grow 
ever so hard, why should he quit it until he 
has the promise of something better ? and he 
has no promise of any thing better than vir- 
ue or holiness, no, not even in the world to 
come. What inducement then can there be 
to commit suicide ? While under the influ- 
ence of this sentiment, and in the right use of 
reason, there can beno iuducement to such 
an act, Ex. 
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ject of future punishment. He jf 


commences by saying, see p. 177, 
“As the writer is incorrect in 
his reasoning, so is he equally so 
in his explanation of Scripture,” 
1 Cor, xv. 22. “ As in Adam all 
die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. ‘ Mark the expres- 
sion,’ ‘‘says the writer,” ‘ all in 
Christ shall be made alive.’ And 
then very rea: ily says. “ Now un- 
fortunately tor my opponent, there 
is no such expression in the text.” 
But that the text is correctly quo- 
ted, is not denyed, but it is the 
syntactical form given of it which 
seems to be a point of objection, 
viz. ‘ All in Christ shall be made 
alive.’ Now if “ in Christ shall 
all be made alive,” does it not fol- 
low that “all in Christ shall be 
made alive?” I leave it to every 
candid reader to say, whether a 
distinction between the text and 
the above mode of citing it, can be 
fairly drawn. But says this wri- 
ter, ‘* The text does not assert 
whether there be few or many in 
Christ, or whether there were any 
in Christ at the time the text was 
written; but this is the assertion, 
“ ALL SHALL BE MADE 
ALIVE.” Now, sir, were I dis- 
posed to follow the example of 
‘* Investigator,” I should here say, 
‘‘unfortunately for my opponent, 
there is no such assertion, the text 
does notassert that‘ALL SHALL 
be made alive,’ but it says 
‘SHALL ALL be made alive.” 
But I should deemit very improper 
to trouble you or your readers 
with such an attempt to make a 
difference where there is not the 
least distinction. But the writer 
immediately after the above quo- 
tation (we will not say mis-quota- 
tion) asks “‘ where?” Then an- 
swers, ‘in Christ... “ And this is 
as true as that all die in Adam.” 
Now if it is in Christ ** where,” all 
shall be made alive according to 
this writer, does it not tollow that 
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being “ in Christ,” is necessary to 
being made alive? It therefore 
remains only to ascertain what be- 
ing in Christ is, in order to see 
*‘ where” we may be made alive, 
for an explanation of which, see 
the former communication, p. 136.* 

The next passage of Seripture 
which this writer gives his opinion 
upon, in opposition to the one ad- 
vanced, is 1 Thess. iv. 16. ‘‘ For 
the Lord shall descend from Hea- 
ven with a shout with the voice of 
the Arch Angle, and with the 
trump of God and the dead in 
Christ, shall rise first.” This was 
considered to imply two resurrec- 
tions and that the resurrection of 
the just will take place first. But 
we are told by this writer that this 
construction is evidently a mistake, 
as must be seen by the next verse, 
viz. ‘*Then we who are alive, 
Shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air.” ‘* Now,” says 
he, ‘“‘ here are two things spoken 
of, surely, but so far from two re- 
surrections, it is the resurrection 
of the dead, and the change of the 
living from a mortal to an immortal 
state.” That itis a resurrection of 
the dead and a change from a mor- 
tal to an immortal ¢tate, that the 
Apostle here speaks of, is certain, 
but is it a resurrection of all the 
dead, both just and unjust? The 
passage implies nothing of the 


a. 





* Here our writer seems disposed to be 
witty, and we will not rob him of the fruits 
of his labour. But after all, we can see no 
possible difference in the meaning of the as- 
Sertions, ** ALL SHALL BE MADE ALIVE ” and 
“ SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE,” unless the 
latter had been a question, which, in the text, 
it isnot. But at the same time, we see an 
essential difference between the assertions,” 
‘SIN CHRIST SHALL ALL BE MADE ALIVE,” 
and ‘* ALLIN CHRIST SHALL BE MADE ALIVE.” 
One is an assertion that ALL SHALL BE MADE 
A.lve, without exception ; and mentions 
Christ as a medium in and through which 
that work shall he effected. The other is an 
assertion that all 1s Carist shall be made 
alive, but does not assert whether that num- 
ber be few.or many. Eb, 


oe ee 
“<7 


~ PET A BAe och Seth an 
= ‘ 
4 . - 








AN 












































ae ars 

















aes om 
i eee Soe 
Oe Sas. 





Seagal et ee at “er 


_ 








240 


kind, and if it did, it would not 
agree with the previous verse, 
which says expressly that “ the 
dead in Christ, shall rise FIRST,” 
in the 14th verse, which stands in 
connexion with this subject, it is 
said, “ them which sleep an Jesus 
will God bring with him, but those 
who have not lived under the Gos- 
pel of Christ, can they be said to 
** be dead in Christ,” or “ to slee 
in Jesus,” if not, it follows that 
the virtuous dead will be the first 
who will be raised.* 

We are next reminded by this 
writer that what has been said on 
John, v. 28, 29, proves nothing 
more than what he would be wil- 
ling to admit, viz. ‘“‘ condemnation 
to all those who had not till then 
truly and sincerely repented of 
all their sins.” Does the writer 
mean that it proves nothing more 
than a condemnation to all who do 
not till a future existence, repent 
of their sins? This surely would 
be admitting the very point he has 
disputed. But if he confines the 
“‘ condemnation” to the present 
life, it then remains for him to 
shew that the arguments in favour 
of those passages relating to a fu- 
ture existence, are groundless. 
Till this is done, the doctrine of 
future rewards and punishmexts 


——— — —_ —— ——. 





* What are we to understand by being in 
Christ ia the text under consideration, if it 
be not our being included in the covenant of 

ce? and if so,then all who are givento 
Phrist, are in Christ, in the sense of the text. 
It has been admitted that the words 1nCanistT 
are someitmes used ina more limited sense ; 
but not in relation to the present subject. See 
t-Cor. i. 29, 31. In the sense therefore that 
we are * of God in Christ,’? we must consi- 
der all men in Christ, unless we can consi- 
der God to have been more favourable to 
some than to others. But should we admit 
two resurrections to those who are natural- 
dead, one for the merece. and the other 

r the wicked, (which, by the way, is not 
adinitted ) it would be no evidence in favour of 
future punishment; at least, any more than 
as though they were all raised together ; nor 
any more than we might consider ourselves 
Manished because we were not born in the 
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will be contended for as a Scrip- 
tural doctrine* 

Ihave, now, Mr. Editor, gone 
through all that is material from 
the pen of “ Investizator,” in do- 
ing which, perhaps I have been 
more profuse than was necessary, 
but the importance of the subject 
add extensive views which its dis- 
cussion opens to us, may claim 
some allowance on this point. Be- 
ing willing and determined to fol- 
low truth wherever it may lead to, 
we have nothing to fear from a 
fuil and candid discussion of the 
subject. If therefore this article 
is inserted in your valuable publi- 
cation, the additional reply as ob- 
served in your note, as Editor 
“from another hand,” shall be at- 
tended to as early as couvenient, 


I remain, yours, &c. 


A Berean Christian. 





days of Abraham. When are they perished ? 
Is it before the resurrection or afterwards ? 
That dead men cannot be punished while 
dead, is most certain: and that living men 
will not be punished in the resurrection, any 
more than Paul was punished in his conver- 
sion, is equally clear from Seripture. 
** They are are equal to.anguish.” Dp. 


* We have thought all along that our wri- 
ter has been in the dark respecting the views 
of “ Investigator,” or else he would not have 
Said so much about sinners’ being happy in 
another world “ without repentance, &c.” 
which no one ever believed that we know of 
and now we are certain of this fact, by his 
insinuating that he has admitted the meer 
point in dispute. The light of divine tru 
always did, and, as we conceive, always will 
condemn iniquity ; and, that every rational 
being, at some period of his or her existence, 
must come to the knowledge of this fact, is 
as clear as it is, that all will come to the 
knowledge of the truth. Now if this be all 
the future punishment that “A Berean 
Christian” is contending for, so far from ob- 
jecting to it, weare,.and ever have been be- 
lieversin it. But atthe same time we say, 
that the truth, “‘ as it isin Jesus,” delivers 
men from the very condemnation which it 
brings them to, inasmuch as it saves them 
from the cause.of that condemnation, whick 
is sit. Ep . 
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For the P. U. Magazine. 
THE DAY OF JUDGMENT: 


Among all the discrepancies and 
contradictions of which the popu- 
jar systems of christianity are com- 
posed, no one is more evident and 
glaring, and at the same time, 
more sirenuously adhered to, than 
that contained in the doctrine of a 
day of Judgment, beyond tbe grave. 


If we admit this doctrine to be 
true, adhering to the orthodox 
description of the principles upon 
which its final sentence will be 
made up, we admit, what most 
positively gives the death blow to 
the very fundamental articles upon 
which the belief of thousands rests. 

Thus, to any unprejudiced mind, 
it must be evident, at once, that in 
order for the decission on this 
great day to accord with the prin 
ciples of the Calvinistic faith, it 
must be as follows ; “‘ Ye, my little 
flock! whom [ have elected from 
all eternity, as subjects of my lov- 
ing kindness, not in consequence 
of any works of righteousness 
which you have done, but of my 
own free grace enter ye inte the 
joys of ileaven!” but, “ ve, the 
majority! who in consequence of 
my eternal reprobation, bave no 
part or lot in the Son of Jesse, de- 
p2«t ye into the torments of hell— 
For you, hence ferth, there is no 
hope, nua salvation, no pardon— 
ye may have led moral lives, and 
have cowmilted no overt acts of 
sin, but ali your actions are to me 
an abiiorrents, because ye are not 
of my elect!” ¥nt, Low different, 
is the d-cissionsow different the 
seperation. which, ta the creeis 
and Catechisms of haan inven- 
tion we are told, wili take place at 
that awful period; for, taling he 
declarations oi scripture relamig 
to the judgment therein -poken af, 


they are made use of as descriptive ;| 


ot the transactions which aye to 
fake place at this day of condem- 
VOL. I. 
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nation, which, the imaginations of 
mankind have conceived, in horrid 
colouring, as an accompany ment of 
the glorious morning of the resur- 
rection. They accordingly teach 
to the world, that, at this period, all 
mankind will be brought before the 
judgment seat of Christ, and being 
judged according to the deeds done 
in the body, will be separated into 
two classes, the righteous, oF 
those who have lived justly, and 
the sinners, or those who have 
liyed a life of transgression; and 
then, to the righteous, it will be 
said, ‘enter ye into Heaven and 
be eternally happy, because, whilst 
on earth, you have visited the sick, 
clothed the naked, comforted the 
widow, and have been a father 
unto the fatherless;’ but on the 
other hand, to the opposite class; 
“ depart, ye cursed, for you have 
not visited the sick, ner clethed the 
naked, &c.” Now, I ask, whether 
such a judgment, as is thus at- 
tempted to be described by popu- 
lar preachers, and which descrip- 
tion is always supported by a re- 
ference to the judgment of work» 
recorded in the twenty fifth of 
Matthew, a judgment which is de- 
cided upon the strict requirements 
of the law, which declares, that 
cursed is every one that continueth 
not in all the things written in the 
law, to do them: (Gai. iii. 10. }—a 
judgment, in which not a single 
word is said in refference to the 
elect, repentance, regeneration, 
free grace, or pardon; putting on of 
Christ by tie sinner, or of Christ’s 
having atoned tor him by his suf- 
ferings ; but, of which, on the 
contrary, it is declared, that “ for 
every idle word men shall speak, 
they shall then ypive an account, 
and be condemned accordingly” 
and tiut, upon every seui of man, 
that Gocth evil, shall iien be rained 
‘‘imlugnation and wrath, tribula- 
tion and anguis” without respect 


i ot persons; whether, | ask, it does 
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not stand in direct opposition te 
all popular creeds, and whether, 
af such a judgment, were it to be 
the last judgment,—such a sen- 
tence, the last sentence, a single 
individual of the human family 
could be saved. 

That there is a judgment—a 
condemnation, spoken of in the 
Scriptures, no one who has read 
them can deny, but, let us examine 
the nature of this judgment, and 
compare it with the scripture ac- 
count of SALVATION, and, without 
going further, we shall perceive, 
fhat it is impossible it can take 
place, after the things of time and 
sense have closed upon the eyes of 
the sinner, and the last trump 
shall have sounded, to call him 
fourth to life and immortality. 

The Salvation communicated to 
sinful man, by Jesus Christ, is a 
pure effect of the free ,race of 
God, and is without merit, on the 
part of the sinner.—Not only sal- 
vation, itself, is a free, unmerritted 
gift, but also, every thing that 
leads to, and is connected with it. 
«« By grace are ye saved, through 
faith, and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God.” (E&p. i. 
5, 8—iii. 2, 7—Tit. ii, 11—Rom. 
vy. 15, vi, 23.) Now, on the 
contrary, the salvation by the 
decission of that judgment spo- 
ken of in the scriptures, and 
preached by divines, as the last 
judgment, is not a gift, but in the 
nature of a debt or reward. 

Again, The Salvation of Christ, 


has no relation to works, lest any 


man should boast* (Ep. ii, 9, ii. 
ii. Tim. i. 9—Tit. i. 5.) For, 
though a man may receive all the 
reward due to his good works, yet, 
there being no man without sin, 
no one can, by the works of the 
jaw, be justified. (Gal. li. 16.)— 
Salvation cannot be a reward for 
acting well, it being itself the very 


i iia, 





* Read Panl’s Epistle to the Romana 
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medium by whieh we are freed 
from sinful actions. It is the sin- 
ner, and not the saint to whom sal- 
vation is necessary, and it is by 
their being saved from their sins, 
that they become subjects of hea- 
ven. 

But, the Heaven, consequent 
upon the judgment taught by the 
Scriptures is entirely the just re- 
ward of the good works of those 
who are made partakers of it, and 
consequently, as we have already 
laid it down, is not of grace, is not 
a gift, but it is a debt. ‘To him 
that worketh is the reward, not 
reckoned of grace but of debt.” 
(Rom. iv. 4, xi. 6.) In support of 
the first part of this position, we 
refer to every Scripture in which 
this judgment is spoken of, but in 
particular, tothe twenty-fifth chap- 
ter of St. Matthew. (Matt. xvi. 
27. 2 Tim. x. 14. Rom. ii. 6. 
2 Cor. v. 10.) 

Were it not for the effects of pre- 
judice and education, the above 
would be sufficient to convince 
any one, that, let the question in 
relation to a day of judgment in 
eternity, be decided as it may, the 
sentence passed at that time, will 
not be predicated on the good or 
bad works of the creature; and, 
consequently, that none of the 
Scriptures so profusely brought 
forward, and heaped together on 
this point, can have any reference 
whatever to the final jadgment, by 
which the fate of mankipd is to be 
eternally fixed. — 

All mankind, we tearn from Sa- 
cred writ, are siners, in a grea- 
ter or less degree; connected with 
sin, God in his providence, has 
connected inevitable condemnation 
and punjelment, whatever, without 
any rerpect, whether, to the per- 
sons by whom the sin is commit- 
ted. ‘* He that doeth wrong shall 
receive for the wrong which he hath 
done.” Col. iii. 25. 2 Cor. v. 10. 
Rom, ii, 1,16, All mankind are 
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continually before the judgment 
seat of Christ, and receive con- 
demnation and punishment, or ap- 
probation and reward for every 
action they daily commit, accor- 
ding as it is either evil or good ; 
and, though, ail mankind have be- 
come guilty before God, for all 
have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God, (Rom. iii. 19, 23 ;) 
yet no one action which is done 
irom a pure motive is committed 
without receiving its due reward. 
The distinction, therefore, in the 
judgment, of which tie Scriptures 
speak,is more a distinction of ac- 
tions, than of persons; all those 
actions, in every individual, which 
are opposed to the commands of 
the Almighty, bringing with them 
condemnation ; all those of an op- 
posite character, the approbation 
of God and peace of conscience. 
‘The hour is coming and now is 
when all that are in the grave shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and shall come forth; they that 
have done good, unto the resurrec- 
tion of life; and they that have 
done evil, unto the resurrection 
of condemnation ;” John vy. 25, 30, 
and, in this judgment, the punish- 
ments are graduated according to 
the greater or less degree of tur- 
pitude of each individual action. 
Luke xii. 47. 


It is unnecessary to attempt to 
prove, that the judgment accord- 
ing to works, takes place in this 
world, for if we have proved as we 
believe we have, satisfactorily, that 
the last judgment, after this life, 
cannot be of that nature, it follows, 
of necessity, that it must take place 
at some period previous to the 
death of the sinner. It must take 
place evidently where men are in 
the commission of sinful actions, 
and, therefore, if it could be shewn, 
that, when at the blast of the final 
trump, man shall burst the fetters 
of death ; any shall be raised as 
sinners, then I will admit, that 
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this judgment, may take place after 
the resurrection; but, on this 
point, the Scriptures are conclu- 
sive, those who are to be subjects 
of the resurrection, are to be as 
the angels of God, ( Matt. xxii. 30. 
Mark xii. 25) they are to be ehan- 
ged from a state of corruption, to 
a state of incorruption, from dis- 
honour, to glory ; from weakness, 
to power; and from a natural to 
a spiritual and immortal condition. 
(1 Cor. xv.) Although the doctrine 
of a final day of eternal retribu- 
tion, is thus,so completely opposed, 
to the principles ot that Salvation 
which Christ came down from 
Heaven to communicate to “ all 
the ends of the earth,” as en- 
tirely to deny the Scriptures which 
relate to it; and, although, we, for 
ourselves, do not believe that the 
idea of any degree of punishment 
for sin, to be inflicted in the world 
to come, can be supported by the 
Worp oF Gop, yet a day of judg- 
ment, after death, does not in any 
degree subvert the doctrine of 
UNIVERSAL GRACE, for, whate- 
ver punishments the sinner may 
be there subjected to, must be in- 
tended by the Almighty Judge, to 
effect a merciful purpuse in rela- 
tion to the sufferer, and they must 
be in accordance with the eternal 
and immutable purpose of God, 
who, has declared, that he will 
have all men, finally, to be saved, 
and come to the knowledge of truth | 


ae ee 1 ® 


CRITICAL REMARKS ON THE 
SONG OF SOLOMON. 


This Poem seems to be of a 
mixed character between the dra- 
matic and the pastoral. The unities 
of time, place, and character, are 
not, however, so strictly observed 
asin more modern compositions ef 
either species. It has generally 
been considered, by the most judi- 
cious Critics, as having been com- 
posed by king Solomon, as are epi- 
thalamium om his marriage with 
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the daughter of Pharaoh, king | 


of Egypt: and this appears to 
me, to be the only point of view 
in which it can or ought to be 
considered. init we find traces 
of the events of seven dificrent 
days; during which time, lasted 
the marriage festival among the 
Jews. See Gen. xxix. 67. Judg. 
xiv. 12. The scene sometimes 
placed in the country, and some 

times in the city 5; and Sclomon 
is occasionally in his own real 
character, and occasionally he 
assumes that ef a Shepherd. 
The dramatist persone, besides 
the bridegroom and bride, are 
the watchmen, such persons as 
are occasionally met with on the 
road, and a chorus of maidens, 
attendant on the bride. The 
language is sometimes lcfty and 
spirited ; sometimes only suita- 
ble to shepherds. Many of the 
words made use of, occurring in 
another place, cannot have their 
precise sense easily ascertained, 
neither can the justness of all 
the comparrisons, be always 
perceived ; which arises proba- 
bly, not only from our igno- 
rance of the terms, but also of 
the manners of the people and 
age among whom it was written, 
and other circumstances, 

With respect to the mystical 
sense ascribed to the song of So 
lomon, I must candidly ack nowl- 
edge that I cannot perceive any 
foundation for it whatever. 
This idea was no doubt derived 
from the Targum, and was 
adopted soon after by some of 
the Fathers, who, with more 
piety than judgment, concluded 
that, as St. Paul compares the 
union of Christ and his Church 
to a marriage ; this poem is also 
to be interspersed with reference 
to the same subject. But how 














=. 


can it be reconciled with this 
idea, that neither the name of 
the Ahnighty nor of Christ is 
ever to be found in it? That 
there does not occur in it a sin- 
gle religious or moral sentiment ? 
and that itis net in one single in- 
stance either quoted or in the most 
di-tant manner alluded to, in 


any part of the Sacred writings ? 


We-tind also, that those who at- 
tempt to trace the allegory in 
every part, are soon lost in an 
inextricable labyrinth. 

But, | seem already to hear 
it objected, that it is great pre- 
sumption to venture to dissent 
from an epinion which has been 


upheld and abetted for se many 


centuries, by the great, the good, 
and the learned of almost every 
civilized country, and, that this 


; nevel opinion, may tend to 


weaken the foundation of the 
Church of Christ. To this, E 
boldly reply, that mere length 
of time, is but a sandy founda- 


| tion, upon which te rest the basis 
| of truth, that allit ean in reason 


pretend to, is to teach us caution, 
before we quit established opi- 
hions, but it ought surely not to 
preclude us from using our ra- 
tional powers in making due en- 
quiry, and upon the full convic- 
tion of former errors from 
publickly exposing and renounc- 
ine them. In regard to any 
supposed inconvenience accrue 


| ing to the Christian religion 


from free enquiry, I can really 
see none. On the contrary, as 
it is so well established * on 
the sure word of prophecy,” 
“¢ against which, neither thrones 
nor principalities nor powers 
can prevail ;” it appears to be 
more for the interest of that ree 
ligion to quit an untenable post, 
than to expose it to the assault 
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of enemies, who must inevitably 


soon becume masters of it. 
DURELL. 





 yOVE IS THE FULFILLING OF 
THE LAW.” 

That in the different systems 
of ethics, taught by Heathen 
philosophers, many maxims and 
precepts, of admirable morali- 
ty are to be found, cannot be de- 
nied, but these philosophers are 
almost continually contradicting 
each other, and, frequently, 
themselves in their maxims ; 
no one of these systems being 
founded upon the true principle. 
In searching after it they have 
discovered some excellenttruths, 
but it has been onlyby chance, and 
they are at least but imperfect. 
Christ Jesus has alone taught 
mankind a perfect system of mo- 
rals, by deducing them from their 
true principle. Every princi- 
ple should be simple. Every 
principle should be comprehen- 
sive, even universal in its effects. 
God himself is uniform in his 
principles, and infinite in his ef- 
fects. His doctrine, or his law 
must be the same. Jesus has 
accordingly communicated to 
mankind this simple and univer- 
sal principle,—divine in its ori- 
gin and certain in fulfilling its 
intents. He has, therefore been, 
in this sense, the true Saviour of 
the world. He lias preached to 
mankind, and his only doctrine 
has been Love. By the word 
love, I understand, alively affect- 
ing pleasure that possesses the 
the mind on contemplating some- 
thing pleasant, beautiful or in- 
teresting in any object. This 
pleasure is always accompanied 
with a desire either to possess 
that object, or to render it pro- 
pitious. By adopting, therefore, 
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this principle, and this defini- 
tion of dove it follows that all 
the duties of man consist. First, 
in the love of God in preference 
to all other objects. Secondly, 
In the love of himself. Third- 
ly in the love of his own species 
universally, and Fourthly, In 
the love of every other object, to 
a certain degree. 

The doctrine of Christ is in 
these respects the most explicit. 
From this princicle flows our 
duty towards our God, towards 
ourselves, our neighbour, and 
those creatures that are subject 
toour power. The first rule ne- 
cessarily flowing from the above 
principle, is, to communicate to 
all those, whom it is our duty to 
love, all the good, and to pre- 
serve them from all the evil in 
our power. The second, to do 
to no one what we would not 
have done to ourselves in simi- 
lar circumstances. The third, 
which is the simple effect of love, 
is to endeavour to please the 
object that we ought to love. 
The fourth, to endeavour 
to render the pleasures we 
communicate to others as 
perfect as possible, and those in- 
evitable evils which we are fre- 
quently constrained to inflict on 
them, as supportable as possi- 
ble, and to inflict no evil which 
shall not tend to their good ; and 
so of the rest. The whole Evan- 
gelical doctrine of our Savour 
is replete from beginning to 
end, with admirable precepts, 
for these purposes; and these 
precepts, with their applica- 
tions, general and particular, 
we learn from that science, which 
we call Moral Theology. This 


doctrine we distinguish from. 


moral philosophy, or the simple 


doctrine of etlucs; because Je- 
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aus Christ has made known, in 
his divine morality, a far greater 
degree of perfection than is dis- 


coverable by the mere light of 


human reason. For the re- 
nouncing of self interest, and 
private selfish pleasure, the for- 
giveness of offences ; love to his 
enemies ; the triumph over de- 
structive passions ; and many 
other like virtues, the Christian 
is alone indebted to the doctrine 
ef Jesus Christ. A. 





For the Magazine. 

“This is a faithful saying, 
and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners.”? 1 Tim. 
i. 15. 

That during the Augustan 
age, there appeared in Judea, 
an extraordinary person called 
JESUS CHRIST, is a fact better 
supported and authenticated, 
than that there lived such men as 
Cyrus, Alexander, or Julius 
Cesar. For there are more 
historical monaments to attest 
his existence and character ; 
and infinitely more numerous 
and incontestible vestiges in 
the present day, to prove that 
there was such a person as 
Christ, than that there ever lived 
in past ages such illustrious mo- 
marchs and conquerors. As 
certainly as Christianity is now 
existing in the world, so cer- 
tain did its founder and publish. 
er sometime exist. ‘The public 
monuments, which the renown- 
ed heroes of antiquity left be- 
hind, are long since perished : 
the magnificent palaces; the 
superb structures they reared, 
the grand temples and mauso- 
leums they erected, the opulent 
Cities they founded are now no 
more. Few remaining visible 
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traces are left of the batiles they 
fought, the empires they estab- 
lished, the system of laws they 
compiled, ana the universal de- 
vastation they once spread 
around them. ‘The kingdoms they 
conquered, have, by the instabi- 
lity of human condition, under- 
gone many revolutions, have re- 
peatedly lost, and repeatedly 
regained their liberties, and ex- 
perienced all those reverses to 
which terestial glory is in wis- 
dom subjected. The curious 
traveller explores vast regions 
in search of standing records of 
former princes; traverses im- 
mense countries, once the seat 
of science and of liberty, now 
the abode of barbarians, one va- 
riegated with unnumbered hou- 
ses and villages, now dreary 
and inhospitable solitudes—and 
even searches in vain, for cities 
and temples, and palaces in the 
very situations where history re- 
cords they once stood. Babylon 
is now fallen! Persepolis and 
Ectabana, are now no more! 
and the travelle: has long search- 
ed without being able to ascer- 
tain the place of even ancient 
Nineveh, that ‘*‘ exceeding great 
city of three days journey.” 
Few are the present signatures 
in Minor Asia, or in India—of 
Alexander's victorous army— 
few are the standing memorials 
in Gaul and Britain, to evince 
that sucha man as the first of 
the Cesars subdued the one, or 
invaded the other. But that 
there was such a person as 
Jesus Curist, who lived, and 
died, and rose again; who 
fuunded the Spiritual empire of 
religion: the present state of all 
the empires of Europe demon- 
strates. The customs and usa 
ges that obtain in every natiox 
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necessarily imply a cause and a 
reason to which they owe their 
origin ; and necessarily presume 
a date, at which they commenc- 
ed.—Religious institutions uni- 
versaly regarded—Religious so- 
lemnities universaly celebrated, 
lead the inquiring mind through 
past ages, tothat period at which 
they *began—to the person or 
ersons by whom they were es- 
tablished—and to the sources 
from whence they flowed. All 
natural usages are public monu- 
ments of facts—and are standing 
proofs through all successive 
times, that the persons whose 
memory they thus preserve, and 
the events whose importance they 
thus record, once did actually ex- 
ist. We see numbers of vast and 
populous Empires, all unani- 
mously agree in baptizing their 
offspring inthe name ofthe [*a- 
ther, ofthe Son and of the di- 
vine Spirit, in commemmorating 
the author and finisher of their 
faith,” by the memorials of bread 
and wine—in worshiping the De- 
ity through a mediator—-in ap- 
propriating the first day of the 
week to religious worship—and 
in solemnizing the nativity, 
death, and resurrection and as- 
cension of the author of their re- 
ligion. How shall we account 
for institutions and usages uni- 
versally received throughout the 
civilized world, and universally 
practised by all the various 
churches, sects and denomina- 
tions. every where existing /— 
They were not institued in the 
present age—they did not com- 
mence in the times of our imme- 
diate ancestors—we find we can 
follow the sacred stream even 
beyond its source into ages, 
whenno such customs prevailed, 
When there was no such religion 
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as Christianity, and when pagan 
idolatry and Judaism universally 
reigned. As certainly, therefore, 
as the present state of the Jews, 
their tenets, their ceremonies, 
observances, and peculiar cus- 
toms, their dispersion into all the 
nations of the Marth, yet their 
remaining a distinct people, and 
a seperate body through all the 
infinite changes and revolutions 
that effect kingdoms and com- 
munities, is an_ incontestable 
proof, that there was such alegis- 
lator as bioses: So certain is 
the conclusion from the stated 
solemn rites, that now univer- 
sally exist among christians of 
all countries, that there once 
flourished sucha lawgiver as Je- 
sus Christ, who tounded that Re- 
ligion so many nations have es- 
poused, and who instituted the 
solemnities and customs we see 
universally observed by all who 
profess his Gospel. 
A 


For the P. U. Magazine. 


“PRIMITIVE THEOLOGY.” 

Mr. Editor, 

A volume of lectures under 
the above imposing title, has re- 
cently been presented to the reli- 
gious world. Its author is Hen- 
ry Holcombe, Minister of the 
Ist Baptist Church of this City. 

Aside from the dignified apel- 
lation of “ Primitive Theology,” 
the consideration that the author 
has been a preacher for [it is be- 
lieved] nearly forty years; it is a 
natural expectation, that the 
book should be found every way 
worthy of its dignified title.-- 
Doubtless this meed of approba- 
tion, by admiring friends, has 
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been already awarded toits pa- 
ges. 

It may be, that others, who 
were induced either by subscrip- 
tion solicitations, or the plare of 
its title-page to purchase it, have 
formed a different sentiment con- 
cerning its merits; while per- 
haps, neither party have so ear- 
nestly perused its contents, or so 
closely tested it with scripture, 
as to warrant the decisions, which 
have been respectively pronounc- 
ed. 

Though it is true, that preju- 
dice against the author, or his 
doctrine (if such operate in the 
minds of those who may detract 
from its worth,) add nothing to 
the demerit of the work, yet, it 
is po less the fact, that the pre- 
mature, or mere decision of par- 
tiality to either, is no real aug- 
mentation of its fame or ability. 

i cannot suppress the remark, 
that if Mr. Holcombe be consci- 
ous that those to whom these 
sermons were addressed, and are 
dedicated, were and are deter- 
bined not to reecive them for 
* ¢RIMITIVE THEOLOGY,” in 
any part, because of their pre- 
possessions towards himself, or 
his declarations, but that they 
would not fail to scrutinize eve- 
ry paragraph, and every doctrine 
in the light, not of ‘the excelleut 
Confession of faith,” neither in 
thaiof the 42 different authors, 
he has cited (among whom we 
find Homer and fiesiod,) but in 
that of the identical languaze 
of Scripture, the pleasure he 
would receive from a favourable 
opinion, would bea thousand fold 


beyond that which a couscicus- | 


ness ofa contrary proceediiig on 


the part of his readers, can pussi- 


bly yield him. | 
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Now, without bringing the 
least insinuation against these 
pious and worthy people, Lwould 
respectfully inquire, does hig 
knowledge of them induce him 
tu believe, that this Berean spirit 
has been or will be truly theirs? 
I will go further,—I will ask 
such of them as may peradyen- 
ture read these remarks, whether 
they have followed this rule, 
with all, or with any of these 
‘Lectures on Primitive Theolo- 
gy! ” Ifunfortunately such be 
not the fact, and they have ta- 
ken fur granted, that which has 
never been proved,—let me fur- 
ther inquire, if this negligence be 
not an undervaluing of religious 
truth, and a treating of an ‘‘af- 
feectionate pastor,” who can e- 
numerate “ten years of mutual 
fellowship,” with a contempt 
quite beneath christian dignity ? 

For myself, having heard one 
ot these lectures, & understand- 
ing it would accompany others 
to the press, I have waited with 
sume anxiety, to see them. 

Possession of the volume, be- 
ing had [ determined tv read it, 
alike unfettered by partiality or 
prejudice in relation both to the 
book and the writer; in doing 
which, confurmably to the plan 
above suggested, the cunviction 
is, that if by the word “ VPrimi- 
tive Theclogy,” Apustolical ‘Tie 
ology be intended, tiie bouk dues 
not auswer to its professicus.— 
But, as “primitive is a weid al- 
ways used tu import the first, 


| the origin, and in a pospel sense, 


the firs. ages of the church ; and 
as there are many different 


churches, whuse ‘priantive yeas 
are inure or less ancisnt, accurce 
ing tot e lifetime of their diile- 
rent feuiders, | will not reise 
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has attempted to honour this last 
of his various publications. But, 
itis surely not the “ Theology,” 
of that church, which was prv- 
mitively, and forever * built upon 
the foundation of the Prophets 
and Apostles, Jesus Christ him- 
self being the chief corner stone.” 

There are many good things, 

in these Sermons, which are 
expressed with a becoming and 
suitable diction; but these drop- 
pings from the fountain of life, 
are so interwoven with the tra- 
ditions of men, that as often as 
the mind of the christian reader, 
may ve refreshed and exhilarated 
by the former, it will be afflicted 
and depressed by the latter. 

These “ spots in the feast,” 
it is my object to develope; and 
though in the course of my pro- 
gress, it should so happen that 
they be treated uncourteously, as 
things of injurious tendency to 
our fellow nature, ought ever to 
be treated, yet the author him- 
self itis hoped, will find every 
suitable deference paid to his 
piety, sincerity, person and re- 
putation. 

Mr. Holcombe, it is presumed 
will not be offended in conse- 
quence of these remarks being 
recommended to his _ notice 
through the medium of the 
“Christian Messenger.” This 
would be getting angry at one of 
his own children, for waiting on 
him, with a respectful commnuni- 
tion! It is true, the features of 
this child, are materially different 
from those it sustained, when 
cherished beneath his paternal 


roof. It has grown more robust 


and’ vigorous ;—nay, its linea- 

ménts are so varied since the 

period, when for conscience sake 

and the’ truth, it suffered the loss 

of his counsel and support, that 
VOL. I. 
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it is possible at first appearance, 
he may not be able to recognize 
it. 

It may be necessary in this 
place, for the sake of the reader, 


| to explain the nature of this fili- 


al and paternal relationship.— 
Some ‘wo or three yerrs since, 
this Magazine, (then a weekly 
sheet) with the single name of 
“ Christian Messenger,” recei- 
ved the particular care and 
attention of Mr. Holcombe,’ H. 
was the initial subscribed to 
articles of high importance 
found inits columns. Much was 
promised to be effected by his 
reasoning, and his ‘‘ inferential 
artillery” —(words of his own 
nsing on those occasions.) The 
subscribers’ anticipations were 
not a little elated with his san- 
guine pretensions. But the 
pledge so given—the guantlet 
thus thrown, was promptly ac- 
cepted by a writer callirg himself 
“Real Christian,”—whereupon 
H. forsook the ground of his own 
proffered combat. ‘The formida- 
ble roar of his “Artillery” so val- 
iantly anounced. as ready for the 
contest, never afterwards honour- 
ed the readers of the Messenger 
with even one solitary report! !* 

Thus was every man left to 
conjecture for himself, why Mr. 
H., who according to his own 


printed assertion, possessed a re-- 


dundancy of weapons, by, which 
he could and would effectually 
foil every attempt at introducing 
ERROR, should recede from a 
conflict of which he was the vo- 


---- 
el 


* Lest the recollection of Dr, Holcombe 
should not perfectly serye him, we would 
refer him to the pieces signed H. in the first 
volume of the Christian Messenger, pages 
2, 6. Sce Editorial remarks p, 5—also a 
piece signed “AN OBSERVER,” p. 134, 
March 15th 1820. 
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funtary champion. Tn the mal- 
titude of these conjectures, some 
have thought, that upon disco- 
vering the “strong holds” of R. 
C., H. began to suspect the re- 
al efficacy of his potent armour. 
Others again, more charitably 
disposed, may have concluded, 
that to contend with a man hold- 
ing to the doctrine of Universal 
benevolence, as R. C. was suppo- 
sed to do,would have been descend- 
ing from the proper dignity of an 
orthodox minister and a Doctor of 
“Primitive Theology.” 

But, whatever was the cause, one 
thing is unquestionable; that nei- 
ther the often expressed wishes of 
R.C.; the solicitations of the then 
Editor, nor the very poignant sa- 
tire of a disappointed correspon- 
dent, could induce H. to fulfil his 
unasked and voluntary engage- 
ment. 


With the readers pardo:, for 
this necessary degression, we will 
now approach, the contents of this 
volume of “ Primitive Theology.” 

Under the head of “ DEDICA- 
TION” the author calls it, “a Syl- 
tabus of doctrine contained in their 
(the Baptist)confession of faith” &c. 
Of the truth of this we have no 
hesitation; but we cannot forbear 
the observation that with “ Primi- 
tive Theology on the title page, 
and the assertion on the next page, 
that its primitive contents are drawn 
from a work of human invention, 
there appears a most unlucky at- 
tempt at consistency--“‘ Habens au- 
rem, audiat quid,” Theologus “ di 
cat, ecclesiis.”!!—Primitive Theo- 
logy the suaperstructure ;— its 
foundation, the compilation of 
men, who lived m an age of 
comparative darkness and su- 


perstition!—Though this is the 
fair inference from the language 
of his “‘ Dedication,” yet I cannot 
believe the respectable author in- 
It must therefore be | 


ended it, 
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accounted for, among the number- 
less instances in which error, is 
made to light up confusion in the 
face of its zealous, though pious 
supporters. Why did he not say 
““as a SyWabus” &c. contained in 
the divine scriptures ? 

But perhaps an apology for this 
deficiency is to be found on the 
close of the page immediately 
preceeding Lecture Ist. There 
we find the following language. 
“Though Moses and the prophets 
and Christ and his apostles, are 
the only authorities, adduced in 
support of the following sheets, 
the reader will find them ENRICH- 
ED and ADORNED with quota- 
tions from the Baptist Confession 
of Faith, the Charleston and Phi- 
ladelphia Baptist Associations, & 
the following ancient and modern 
authors viz. Bazil, Beveredge, 
Buck, Benedict, Booth, Clement, 
Cruttenden, Cyprian, Cruden, 
Crysostom, Deddridge, Dwight, 
Dyonssius, Eusebius, Goodwin, 
Gill, Grew, Hesiod, Homer, 
Horne, Halt, Henry, Ignatius, 
Irenaeus, Jennings, Leighton, 
Macarius, Milton, Novatian, 
Owen, Penn, Pepe, Porteus, Ro- 
maine, Rogers, Saurin, Theoplhe- 
lus, Wilson, Watts, and Young. 

Before we make any further re- 
marks upon this formidable com- 
pend of, orthodoxy, we wish to so- 
licit the reader’s particular notice 
of the declaration, that for all the 
dectrines contained therein; the 
scriptures, are the only ‘“‘ AUTHO- 
RITIES” and we wish this, because 
in the course of our intended cri- 
ticisms, we shall have frequent oc- 
casion to give it honorable notice. 

We would ask Mr. Holcombe 
and his readers to compare the 
language of his ‘‘ Dedication” with 
that last quoted. We ask if they 
can help perceiving the absurdity 
of first telling them that his lec- 
tures are a ‘* Syllabus of doctrines 
contained in the Confession of 
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Faith;’—thus placing their creed 
im the room of scripture, and then 
immediately quoting this creed 
merely as auxiliary, with the 
heathen poets, Homer and [e- 
siod and other fallible authorities? 
if it be proper in Mr. kd’s esttma 
tion to depreciate its authority on 
his 12th page, by ranking it with 
the fallible works of men, whether 
pious or profane ; does it not show 
the fitness of the remarks we have 
made on his *‘ Dedication!”—Nay, 
ought not this very frank and de- 
liberate disparagement of the Cen- 
fession of Faith, forever to pre- 
vent Mr. H. from holding it forth 
as the test by which to receive and 
exclude members, who possess 
every other qualification? Or in 
a word, if he would be consistent, 
why not, catechise his candidates 
and delinquents out of St. Cyprian, 
St. Chrysostom, or St. Homer? 
Let us read again,—* the scrip- 
tures are the ouly authorities !”— 
Wet they are ENRICHED and 
ADORNED by the subordinate evi- 
dence of incongruous witnesses— 
May we not exclaim, “ herein is 
truly a marvellous thing !"—A 
professor and teacher of ‘* Primi- 
five Theology,” dispassionately in- 
forms his numerous congregation, 
that though the lectures he has 
given to the public, are derived 
trom the sacred testimony of the 
Bible, yet, as if it were one of the 
cardinal truths in the great whole 
of “« Primitive Theology,” that the 
pages of the Bible are both ex- 
tremely impoverished and unallu- 
ring, he, to replenish this strange 
deficiency enlists the aid of 42 
names ;—some of whom, ecclesi- 
astical history portrays, as the 
strenuous advocates of bigotry and 
superstition! May we not expect 
when the Doctor next lextures or 
publishes, he will inform us that 
the great luminary of Heaven, is 
enriched with light and heat from 
the taper and the glow worm? 
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| to be subscribing for books as 


What an inferior set of men, 
(the cloven tongues of fire, and the 
various influences of the holy spi- 
rit notwithstanding) according to 
this theologian’s computation, the 
prophets and apostles must have 
been, to say nothing of him, “* who 
spake as man never-spake,” when 
put in competition with this list 
ef enriching, adoraing and super- 
resplendent authors ! 

Now, had Mr. H.. informed us 
that his object was to prove and 
substantiate the Confession of 
Faith, and the principles held by 
his church, to be the real doctrines 
of the gospel, and that the ea- 
viching and adorning evidence 
would be the scriptures, this 
would have been rational and in- 
telligible, whether the result 
might or might not have been 
successful. 

BETA. 
{Fo be Continued.) 





Copy of a Letter from the Hone- 
rable Thomas Jefferson. 


It gives us pleasure to publish 
the following letter inclosing a 
subscription for the New Testa- 
ment in Greek and English; a 
specimen number of whichis now 
in the press, which will contain the 
preface, consisting of 12 pages, and 
24 pages (or 36 pages if the Greek 
type will hold out) of the body of 
the work. We acknowledge that 
the type is smaller than we could 
have wished, but being on good 
paper it will appear very well; 
and perhaps be sufficiently large 
for young eyes. It is considera- 
bly larger than Leusden’s Greek 
and Latin Testament. 


Monticello, Feb. 20. 22, 
Sir, 


Altho’ it is too late in life for me 
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having no right to expect a conti- 
nuanance of life until their publi- 
cation, yet [ subscribe willingly 
for your Greek and English New 
Testament, because I think it 
wanting. A larger formal and 
more distinct type, would have 
better suited my years. With 
my wishes for the success of your 
enterprise, accept the assurance of 
my respects. | 

THOS. JEFFERSON. 
Mr. ABNER KNEELAND. 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 
DEDICATIONS. 

We are happy to learn that du- 
ring the last season, no less than 
SEVEN new and commodious hou- 
ses, for public worship, were DE- 
DICATED to the service of God, in 
the Commonwealth of the Gene- 
ral Convention of Universalists. 
One in Roxbury, Milford, West- 
minster, Brookfield. Mass. one in 
Otsego, Madison, N. Y. and one 
in Portland, Me. 

The House in Portland, was 
commenced by a few “ Israelites 
indeed,” and progressed with un- 
exampled rapidity to its comple- 
tion,’ which was short of three 
mouths. The utmost harmony and 
sood fellowship prevailed, from 
the moment it was said, ‘“‘ Let us 
build’ an house to the Lord.” till 
‘‘the chief corner stone” “ was 
brought forth,” at the Depica- 
TION ; when we heartily exclaim- 
ed, ‘‘ Praise ye the Lord, for He 
is Goon; for his MERCY ENDU- 

ETH FOREVER. PRAISE YE THE 
LorD.” 

Though “ the sound of the axe, 
hammer” and almost every “ tool 
of iron, was heard on the build- 
ing, from five in the morning to 
seven in'the evening, still, as great 
harmony was seen among the 
workmen, as at the erection of the 
Solomonian temple ; and neither 
violence nor accident was heheld, 








to damp the ardor of “ so glori- | 


ous an undertaking.” The master- 
workmen and several of the others, 
were favourable to the erection of 
the house, and did themselves last- 
ing honour, both for their assiduity. 
and faithfulnsss, the display of in- 
genuity and eco-omy, neatness, 
and elegance ; without the pa- 
geantry of Pagvdas or the rusti- 
city of the birth-place of the Son of 
Mary. The building is seventy-five 
by forty-six feet, with a convenient 
gallery in front of the desk for the 
singers, and several pews on either 
hand. There is a well proportion- 
ed tower of an hundred and thirty 
feet in height, in which, is a sufli- 
ciently large and well-toned bell ; 
for a considerable part of which, 
we are in gratitude indebted, to 
liberal and generous Chrstians 
in this place. That the intervening 
time, from the oaks, waving in the 
forest, to their making the beams 
of a completely finished house, in 
which the solemnities of Dedica- 
tion and Installation were perform- 
ed, should be less than ninezy days, 
has been a matter of no incon- 
siderable surpise. But it only 
corresponds with the maxim, 
‘“* United we stand; divided we 
fall.” Long, very long may the 
brethren live, who erected that 
house, and those who worship 
there, and know “ how good and 
how pleasant it is, for brethren to 
dwell together in unity.” 

On the 16th of August, it was 
religiously and solemlny DEDICA- 
TED to the worship of the one 
God, whose universal love is ma- 
nifested for the salvation of the 


‘world, through one Lord Jesus 


Christ, and impressed upon the 
heart of every man, by the gift 
and influence of one Holy Spirit. 

[Here follows an account of the 
dedication of the above house of 
worship, and of the Installation of 
their pastor, Rev. Russell Streeter, 
The whole was conducted in per- 


fect order and decorum; Rey. H. 
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Ballou, of Boston, Mass. and Rev. 
S. Streeter, of Portsmouth, N. 
H. were present. Ed. | 





A new Universalist Church. 


We have the satisfaction of an- 
nouncing to our brethren at a dis- 
tance that a lot of ground has been 
recently purchased in a very eli- 
gible situation in the Northern 
Liberties, of the city & county of 
Philadelphia, for the purpose of e- 
recting a new Universlaist Church, 
for which, a gentleman in Market- 
street advanced seven thousand and 
seventy-five dol/ars ; and a certain 
number of gentlemen have entered 
into agreement to erect on said 
lut, within two years, a house of 
such dimensions,and such materials 
as shall be approved of by the 
building committee, which has 
or may be appointed for said 
house, for the purpose of worship- 
ping Almighty God, and promul- 
gating the truths of the Scriptures, 
in accordance with the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation. A commit- 
tee has already been appointed to 
open books for the disposal of 
shares in the stock which is to be 
raised for the above laudable pur- 
pose. The whole stock to amount 
to 20,000 dollars, to be divided in- 
to shares of 25 dollars each, to be 
paid in such instalments as shall 
be necessary to go on with the 
work as soom as may be. This 
committee has not yet made their 
report, but we understand that 
they are nearly prepared so to do. 


The Editor of the Christian In- 
telligencer, has acknowledged an 
error which we noticed in No. 6, 
p- 185. But from his remarks on 
the subject, we are led to conclude 
that some one, at least, has noti- 
ced itin a more disrespectful man- 


ner,.or else he would not kaye spo- 





ken of the want of ‘‘ penetration or 
candor.” The error in itself, be 
ing an error, ‘ merely of words,” 
was perfectly “ harmless ;” neither 
wus it at all “ essential in the il- 


| dustraton ;” yet we candidly be- 


lieved that the discovery of this 
unimportant error might lead to a 
review of the whole subject, where 
it was really supposed that a per- 
son not ‘* wanting in penetration, 
or candor,” (and such is our idea 
of the person whom we addressed) 
would have discovered an error of 
more importance. But either the 
discovery has not been made, or 
if made, it has not been acknowl- 
edged. 





Wethank the Editor of the 
(Boston) Univesalist Magazine for 
publishing our dissertation on the 
duration of @:aviov, as we have 
repeatedly requested ; and unless 
the zealous advocates for endless 
misery can controvert what is 
there stated, we think the subject 
so far as it depends on that word, 
ought now to be put aionianly to 
rest. 


We acknowledge the receipt of 
one copy of each number of the 
Unitarian Miscellany, regularly ; 
but it is the one we subscribed and 
have paid for. We expected ano- 
ther, by way of exchange, which 
we haye not received since the 
completion of the first volume. 
We wish the Editor to send them 
with the other, or else inform us 
that he does not wish to exchange. 


QUESTION. 


The question has been asked, 
‘‘ whether it is essential to the 
doctrine of the restitution of all 
things, to deny future punishment.” 
We answer, no. 

We hold in full fellowship, all 
who believe in the restitution of 





all things ; that is, all moral beings, 
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all rational intelligencies to holi- 
ness and consequent happiness. 
We are not particular, (as is too 
much the case with other denomi- 
nations) about ways and means, 
times and places. If the work of 
reconciliation be done; it is done; 
and we have no doubt but that it 
will be done in the most suitable 
time, and in the best possible man- 
ner. But if it be never done; 
God, in our view, must be 
either infinitely negligent, or else, 
what is worse, infinitely cruel! ! 
To charge him with either, would 
be blasphemous, and therefore we 
cannot admit the truth of such 
horrid ideas, no, not for a mo- 
ment. Annihilation, in our opinion, 
would be athousand times more 
preferable. Yea, if there were 
no other alternative ; but we must 
either be annihilated, or raised to 
the highest seat of a Calvinistic 
Heaven, where our souls shall be 
constantly cheered [agonistically 
thrilled] with the shrieks of the 
damned ; and to add to our conso- 
lation [pungent grief] to know that 
prayers are useless and vain, as 
there can be no possible relief for 
them; sooner than to enjoy [en- 
dure] the latter, we would cheer- 
fully submit to the former. 


From the Christian Intelligencer. 
CONVICTION & CONVERSION. 


Professing to believe in the 
necessity of Conviction, Conver- 
sion and Reformation, to consti- 
tute an experimental Christian, 
we shall pursue a course in exhi- 
biting our views to which the sin- 
cere and enlightened will not ob- 
ject. Instead of appealing to 
the opinions and imaginations of 
professors, to be stunned with 
the vociferations of each sect, 
claiming to themselves the apos- 
tolic doctrine and experience, we 
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shall come directly to the Bible ; 
willing to be tried by that stan- 
dard, and, if found wanting, bear 
the inscription, “ MENE Tr- 
KEL.” ‘Those who are unwilling 
to abide this trial, must, like 
empty vessels, be considered 
more noisy than ponderous. 

Will the reader believe, when 
we inform him that the word, 
conviction, is not found in our 
translation of the Bible? As 
much as is said and written about 
‘“‘ being under conviction,” “ ever 
since conviction,” ‘how long 
did his conviction last,” a con- 
victing sermon,” &c. we find no 
such words in Scripture. Neither 
convict. convicting nor conviction 
are so much as mentioned in the 
volume of inspiration. Why have 
we notas much reason to presume, 
that neither the inspired writer or 
the translator embraced these 
doctrines, as that Christians of 
the present day, do not, because 
half their writings are not com- 
posed of those words? Should 
these remarks ‘‘ provoke each 
other” to a more careful perusal 
of the inspired writings, our re- 
ward will be certain. 

The word, CONVICTED, is once 
used, and as follows : *‘ And they 
which heard it, being convicted 
by their own conscience, went 
out one by one, beginning at the 
eldest, even to the last.” John 
viii.9. Look at the connexion, 
enquirer ; and as this is the only 
place where the word is found, 
you can dwell upon it for a mo- 
ment. What did the preacher 
say which had such an operation? 
What was that convicting dis- 
course about? Was it a decla- 
ration of endless torments? What 
did it say about electing grace ? 
How much difference did it make 
between “us” and them?” 9, 
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that we could have more such 
preaching and prevent people 
from throwing stones. They 
were convicted by their conscience 
or common sense, by, or in which, 
all conviction is wrought that is 
of any essential service, 

To convict is to convince ; 
therefore, every man is convicted 
of sin when convinced he has 
committed it. If a neighbour 
defraud another, and is convinc- 
ed of its malignity, he will always 
be under conviction when he 
reflects onthesame. Idiots have 
no conviction, because they have 
no conscience or COmmon sense, 
and are not accountable. To 
convict people of sins they never 
committed, and have them repent 
of crimes by the gross, and have 
one conviction and conversion, 
answer for life, is doubtless an in- 
vention of priestcraft, and fa- 
vourable in the end to the great- 
est dissimulation. Conviction is 
necessary as long as men commit 
sins. There are different degrees 
to the poignancy of conviction, 
corresponding to the nature of 
the crime, or the views we have 
of it. Itis by no means certain 
that men are not convicted of ini- 

uities, because they do not for- 
sake them. Could we see with 
the eye of Heaven, what a bleed- 
ing, writhing and groaning of spi- 
rits we should behold, even un- 
der a mask of mirth and the sanc- 
timonious grimaces of religion. 
It is efficacious only when it 
reaches the understanding, giving 


virtue a rational preference to in- 
iquity. 


CONVERSION. 


The word ConvERSIoNn is 
used but once in the Scriptures, 








and denotes the prevalence of ¥ 
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Christianity among the Gentiles, 
« Declaring the conversion of the 
Gentiles.” Acts, xv. 3. 


The word, CONVERT and its 
derivatives, is mentioned about 
twelve times, and is sometimes 
to be understood of a turniny 
from one doctrine to another, and 
sometimes of a change of moral 
character. To Peter it was said, 
‘When thou art converted 
strengthen thy brethren ;” Luke 
xxiii. 32, which related to the 
doctrinal change with which he 
met, by the “ great sheet” thrice 
let down from Heaven. Acts, 
x. Again; “If any of you do 
err from the truth, and one con- 
vert him,” &c. James, v. 19. 
This conversion is produced by 
the persuasion of a brother. 


When we read, “ Except ye 
be converted and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter the 
kingdom of God,” and “ repent 
ye, therefore, and be converted 
that your sins may be blotted 
out,” we are to understand a 
change of disposition or moral 
character. Mattew, xviii. 3, 
and Acts, ili. 19. The alteration 
should be read tv correspond 
with this definition of conversion. 
When we behold a child-like 
teachable disposion and a volun- 


tary return from iniquity, we may , 


consider the conversion from 
above. It is synonymous with 
turning from wickedness to learn 
of him who is meek and lowly of 
heart, by which iniquities are 
‘‘ blotted out.” Whenever men 
transgress, they need a conver- 
sion. When the Church departs 
from the Lord, may ‘“ Zion be 
redeemed with judgment, and her 
converts with righteousness.” 


Isaiah, i. 27, 
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Friendship: 
If ought but love dictates these rhymes, 
Then may my pen no further go; 
if ought Lot FRreNpsuip swells these lines, 
Here let their numbers cease to flow. 
Ifto partake in all your care, 
Could ease your heart of woe and strife, 
How gladly would 1 with you share 
Tn all the busy toils of life. 
No joy is perfect here on earth 
True bills is not to mortals given ; 
Yet here, amidst the streams of mirth 
We anticipate the joys of heaven. 
In all our joys we should not be 
Too much elated with the scene ; 
Nor sunk in grief’s dispondency, 
Tho’ clonds of darkness intervene. 
The storm that bends the sturdy oak, 
Or prostrate lays the lofty pine, 
Beats on the shrubs with milder stroke, 
sind harmless leaves the humble vine. 
A lesson sure this is to man, 
To teach him vitue’s humble path, 
To rear his head in wisdom’s plan, 
Conceal’d from pride’s tempestuous blast. 
Amidst the dangers hovering round, 
Should Cupid aim a fatal dart, 
Or friends, removed under ground, 
Too deeply wound thy feeling heart. 
Remember he that wounds can heal, 
Nor longer yield to hopeless grief ; 
Stull better prospects may you feel, 
And in them find complete relief. 


S. K. 





Reply to the Above. 


Repose will surely reach this head 
Oh yes the shades of sorrow flee ; 
And by the voice of friendship led 
This heart I trust will quict see. 
You bid me shun the paths of care, 
Nor give my harp to sorrow’s hand ; 
I only dread that thou wilt share, 
The cares which do thy friend command. 
And dost thou think this heart can know, 
True bliss because all nature smiles, 
Alas ! the heart that press’d with woe 
The sound of gladness soon beguiles. 
Oli! once the sound of joy was sweet, _ 
And once this heart Knew not t6 sigh ; 
It lov’d a kindred soul to meet, 
It beat at pleasure’s touch too high. 
Hast thou not seen the wintry wir 
Tear from the earth the sturdy oak ; 
Hast thou not thought the storm unkind, 
That o’er the child of sorrow broke. 
‘Thus rhan the creature of a day 
Led by ambition fain would soar; 
Affiiction’s storm rust all his hopes decay, 
He sinks, he falls—ambitioris dream is o’er. 
But sure the theme is now too sad for me, 
Did I not say I Mew pe come ine, 
Oli yes I thought I would again be free, 
7 No more - meiaticholy thought incline. 
May heaven then all its choicest blessings 
send’ 


Ori thee nty friend} and’ may’st: thow-stitt 


erste 3. oiai 
The iit of virtne ahd it’ charms will lend, 
All that I ask for thee and thine ~~ 





| 








Portry, 


Hymn. 
Supreme, eternal, uncreated mind, 
Lord of the world, and parent of mankind, 
Thou God of power, of wisdom, and of love ! 
Each perfect gift descends from thee above. 
Thine is the sun,and thine the fruitful shower, 
The verdant herbage and the fragrant flower; 
The ripened grain, the heart-rejvicing vine, 
The cooling stream the mightydeep are thine. 
For all thy glorious works we bless thy name, 
But most for sacred wisdom’s heavenly flame, 
That power which guides us on our earthily 
way. 
And leads to regions of eternal day. 
This ray celestial, energy divine, 
We dare not to a narrow sect confine. 
We bless thy name for what the Grecian 
taught, 
We bless thee, for the law that Moses 
brought : 
But most for Jesus, messenger of grace, 
The brightest image of the Father’s face. 
His gracious words support the drooping soul, 
The raging passions of the heart controul, 


' And, when on scenes below we close the eye, 


Unfold the joys of immortality. 





Rules for the Heart and the un- 


derstanding. 
O son of nature! let self culture be 
The object of thy earliest toils : as yet 
Thy lamp burns bright—thy day shines glo- 
riously— 
Thou canst not labour when thy sun is set ' 
Would’st thou the unséen Spirit see : 
First learn to know thyself: and He 
Will then be shadowed forth in thee. 
God is a spirit through creation’s whole, 
As in the mortal tenement—the soul. 
The sun that gives the world its fairest light 
Is not yon orb weleomed bythe morning hour, 

And by the eve expelled ; it isthe power 

Ofan enlightened conscience pure and bright. 

Mark where thou standest first, ad whence 

thou’rt come, 

Andwhither goest,and strait speed thee home 

The wo To come, the wo that’s Gong, 

Philosophy thinks calmly one 

Bat show me the philospher 

Who calmly bears the woes that arr. 

How wise is he who marks the fleeting day 

By acts of virtue as it rolls away ! 

Be all thy viewsright forward, clear and even: 

The straightest line the soonest leads to 

heaven. 

Thou would’st count all things, proud philo-~ 

sophy, . 

Now measure space and weigh eternity ! 

First seri | thy heart : then light thy mind 

With wisdom’s lamp, and thou pure bliss 

shalt find. 

The most pérvertéd spirit has greatness in if, 
| The very savage bear’s a heart that’s noble.- 
Virtue, thou loveliest of all dovely thing’, 
| From modesty apart no more is fair; 
| And when her graceful veif aside she fling’, 
{ ‘Like ether, opened to th’ intrusive air) 





Loses her sweetest. charins atid stands a cy~ 
pher there, : 








